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Crown Prince to visit S. Arabia Tuesday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan will start a two-day official visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia on Tuesday at The invitation of Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, the Crown Prince's office 
said in a press rclea.se Sunday. Talks during the visit, 
on which Prince Hassan will be accompanied by For- 
eign Minister Fayez Tarowneh. will cover the latest 
developments in the area, regional and international 
issues of mutual concern and means of further con- 
solidating relations between the two sister countries. 



An indep^dent-Arab political daily pu 
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U.S. fighter plane crashes in Oman 

DUBAI (R) — A U.S. Navy fighter crashed. Sunday in 
southwestern Oman, the U.S. naval forces cemraJ 
command said in a statement. The single pilot plane 
went down about 1 20 kilometres northeast of the town 
of Raysut, on Oman's Arabian sea coast at about 
11:10 sun., it said. A U.S. Navy spokesman told 
Reuters he had no information on the fate of the pilot 
who was on a routine training exercise at the time of 
the crash. "U.S. and Omani armed forces are conduct- 
ing rescue operations." the statement said. The plane, 
a McDonnell Douglas BA.N F/A-18 Hornet, was 
assigned to strike fighter Squadron 15, operating from 
the U.S. aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy. The carrier 
is due to leave the Gulf this month at the end of a six- 
month tour of duty enforcing a no-fly zone over 
southern Iraq. 
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Albright says U.S., Jordan partners in peace, 

desire to ensure bright future for entire region 

7 would like to say that there is a veace camv 


7 would like to say that there is a peace camp 
to which I personally belong, to which the 
majority of Jordanians belong, Palestinians 
and Israelis ’ — King Hussein 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday said 
that he was satisfied with the 
outcome of Madeleine 
Albright's visit to the region 
and uiged the U.S. to contin- 
ue exerting efforts to bring 
peace talks between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians 
buck an track. 

“I am sure the visit will 
contribute greatly to. hope- 
ffilly, helping all overcome 
the present difficulties and to 
' resume once again the deter- 
mined efforts 'that will lead 
to peace." the King said at a 
joint press conference fol- 
lowing his meeting with the 
L'.S. Secretary of State. 

"I am satisfied and particu- 
larly with the visit of the sec- 
retary to the region at this 
difficult time. It is a reflec- 
tion of the concern of the 
Unites States with regard to 
what is happening here, and 
the interest the U.S. has in 
the peace process." he said. 

"1 would like to say that I 
am most impressed by the 
fact that you spoke every- 
where you went in a bal- 
anced. constructive way. and 
you did not miss the words 
that had to be said with 
regard to Arab responsibili- 
ties and Israeli responsibili- 
ties to get over the present 
impasse. Honesty, integrity 
and clarity are very' impor- 
tant." the King said. 

“I believe that a great deal 
of damage has occurred in 
the recent past. The minority 
has forced its agenda on the 
majority through violence, 
creating suspicion, worry 


and concern. Violence, that 
is not limited to our side, but 
violence that is present at 
both sides,” he told 
reporters. 

The King urged ail con- 
cerned parties to join peace 
efforts and fight terrorism 
which he said was aimed at 
the peace process as a 
whole. 

"I would like to say that 
there is a peace camp to 
which 1 personally belong, 
to which the majority of Jor- 
danians belong, Palestinians 
and Israelis. We should be 
aware of the [that] target of 
these vile acts, being the 
peace process... all of us 
should do all we can to rid 
ourselves of this scourge and 
to fight terrorism to the best 
of our abilities.” the King 
said. 

The King urged Israel to 
fulfil the agreement* it has 
signed with the Palestinians 
in order to move forward to 
final status negotiations. 

There is much said about 
the final status negotiations, 
but to get there we must also 
implement everything that 
we agreed upon till now : to 
generate confidence and to 
assure ourselves and others 
that we are moving in an 
orderly way and towards a 
dear and worthwhile goal. 
This applies to Israel, to our 
Palestinian brothers and to 
all of us” he said. 

“We all seek your help. 
.Arabs and Israelis alike, we 
seek the help of the United 
States and the help of the 
rest of the world, but in par- 
ticular the help of the U.S.. 
and vve believe that you have 
a tremendous responsibili- 


ty.” the King added. 

Summarising the results 
achieved after her talks with 
the Palestinian and Israeli 
leaderships, Ms. Albright 
said that Israel and the Pales- 
tinians have to fulfil their 
commitments in order to 
overcome the logjam. 

“The United States 
believes that the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders need to 
make the hard, but necessary 
decisions, to move the peace 
process forward. The PNA 
must consistently do all it 
can to root out tenor and 
create a solid foundation of 
security, so peace can be 
pursued.” she said. 

Having said that, she reit- 
erated Jordan's position that 
there can be no peace with- 
out security but also no secu- 
rity without peace. 

“At the same time it is 
unrealistic to believe that 
there can be a lasting securi- 
ty without a real peace, and 
in order to have a political 
process io reach that objec- 
tive. we have called luponj 
the government of Israel to 
refrain from unilateral 
actions that undermine trust 
and confidence.” said Ms. 
Albright who arrived here 
on her last leg of a Middle 
East tour that took her to 
Israel. Palestinian territories. 
Syria. Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

“In the end. Israelis and 
Palestinians must recognise 
that the only way to create a 
future of dignity, security 
and peace for either side is to 
do so for both. The crisis of 
confidence that now exists is 
not desired nor was created 
by the people of either com- 


munity. The people want 
peace." Ms. Albright noted. 

She said that the major 
breakthrough she succeeded 
in accomplishing during her 
trip was to convince the 
Palestinians and Israelis to 
meet in Washington and 
New York “at a variety of 
levels... to re-eneigise the 
peace process and do some- 
thing to (restore] confi- 
dence." she added. 

“Neither the U.S.. nor Jor- 
dan. nor any other nation can 
impose peace, but vve can 
and we are w orking together 
in an active manner to sup- 
port the peace process. We 
have agreed io consult regu- 
larly in our efforts to restore 
and sustain the momentum 
towards... peace." she 

emphasised. 

She told reporters that she 
informed the Israeli govern- 
ment that they have to abide 
by commitments they made 
in order to move forward 

"They heard my message 
which has been charac- 
terised as undiplomatic... 1 
hope they understood, that it 
was a message delivered by 
a friend w ho believes that in 
order that the peace process 
move forward, there be ful- 
fillment of obligations and 
that the whole peace process 
is based on mutual obliga- 
tions." she added. 

The American official said 
that the United States wants 
to fatten economic assis- 
tance to Jordan but said that 
the tight budget for foreign 
assistance in the U-S. makes 
il difficult, however, she is 
trying her best at Congress. -r _ 

“We are obviously very 
interested and [are 1 trying to 



His Majesty King Hussein answers a reporter's question at the joint press conference held with U.S- Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine Albright, Sunday (Photo by Yousef,' Allan) 


get as much aid for Jordan as 
possible, because we believe 
ihar Jordan has played a very 
important role in the peace 
process and that His Majesty 
is determined to do what he 
can for the benefit of his 
people.” she said. 

“We want verv much to 


follow through on our com- 
mitment to add a SI 00 mil- 
lion per year in assistance 
for five years... but it is no 
secret that we have a very 
tight budget in the United 
States,” Ms. Albright said. 

*‘l have assured His 
Majesty that the United 


States will remain generous 
in our support for his efforts 
to end poverty and create- 
opportunities for his peo- 
ple.” she said. 

The American official 
declared that she has dis- 
cussed with King Hussein 
the situation in Iraq, howev- 


er. she said that her country 
believes the Iraqi govern- 
ment must fully comply 
with all U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions and expressed 
her support for the U.N. 
arrangements designed to 
ease the hardships faced by 
the Iraqi people. 


7 want to express America ’s admiration for 
Your Majesty’s leadership... His Majesty’s 
eloquence^gnd grace have been a powerful 
Hunian force ’ — U.S. secretary of state 


Albright urges Arabian Gulf 
states to attend Doha summit 

‘ Qatar has an international obligation ’ — Sheikh Hamad 




n' -_ ■ 


-ABHA I AFP) — U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright urged the Arab 
Gulf state* here Sunday io 
drop their opposition to an 
economic summit w’ith 
Israel after winning condi- 
tional support from Saudi 
Arabia. 

“Arab states have a respon- 
sibility to support the peace 
process and work against the 
enemies of peace." she told a 
inerting »>t foreign ministers 
of the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC i. 

Washington hopes “mcm- 
berynt the council will par- 
ticipate in the Middle East 
and North Africa summit, to 
Send a message to the oppo- 
■ nents of peaee.” Ms. 
Albright lolJ the GCC in the 
southern Saudi Arabian 
town of AWu. 

She also called for the six 
states '*10 do your utmost to 
ensure that no assistance of 
any kind reaches the practi- 
tioners of extremis! \ iolence 
such as Hamas” the mili- 
ums whu carry out suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

Her peace message for the 
GCC was *lo do more to 
break down the barriers that 
exist between their societies 
and Israel" and to be "gener- 
ous" with financial aid for 


the Palestinians under Israeli 
blockade. 

Saudi Arabia and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
have said they would boy- 
cott the Nov. 16-18 econom- 
ic summit in Doha, holding 
Israel responsible for the 
deadlock in the peace 
process. 

But the Saudi leadership in 
talks with Ms. Albright on 
Saturday night said they 
may lift iheir boycott of the 

summit if the Arab- Israeli 
peace process is revived, 
according to a senior U.S. 
official. 

The kingdom is "leaving 
the door open.” the official 
said, asking not to be named, 
after Ms. Albright met King 
Fahd. Crown Prince Abdal- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz and For- 
eign Minister Prince Suud Al 
Faisal. 

He said Riyadh was offer- 
ing to reverse its decision "if 
die environment improved” 
in the peace process. 

In contrast. Qatari Foreign 
Minister Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jaber Al Thani said the 
Doha conference would go 
ahead regardless of the 
peace process. The other 
GCC members — Bahrain. 
Kuwait and Oman — have 
vet to announce a decision. 


“I do not think it would be 
reasonable to link the two 
issues ” said Sheikh Hamad. 
"Qatar has an international 
obligation” to organise the 
conference. 

Ms. Albright's appeal 
came shortly after the start 
of a two-day GCC meeting 
in Abhu, but a decision on 
the summit is not expected 
until an Arab League session 
in Cairo on Sept. 20. 

Turning to Iran, Ms. 
Albright said in her speech 
to the GCC: “Although we 
hope for positive change in 
Iran, ue cannot count on it. 
Our cooperation on security 
also requires that we keep a 
watchful eye on events in 
Tehran." 

She was referring to secu- 
rity pacts which the L.S. has 
with the Gulf Arab neigh- 
bours of Iran and to moder- 
ate cleric Mohammad 
Khatami's election us Iran- 
ian president. 

A Gulf diplomat said the 
GCC was expected to urge 
Ms. Albright to adopt a more 
positive stand toward Iran 
under its new leadership. 

Ms. Albright agreed Mr. 
Khatami's election in May 
was "an imriguing and pos- 
sibly hopeful development." 
but she called for support of 


the UAE. and Bahrain 
"against Iranian intimida- 
tion." 

The U.S. will also main- 
tain its defence of the Gulf 
oil monarchies against Iraq, 
she said. 

Saudi officials, while not 
commenting on Iran or the 
Doha summit welcomed 
Ms. Albright's more direct 
approach. 

"This is what we have 
alway s looked forward to. to 
have a secretary of state who 
is brave and frank at the 
same time. We both like to 
be trank and honest and not 
beat around the bush." said 
Crown Prince Abdallah. 

Another senior Saudi offi- 
cial said Ms. Albright had 
made “a good impression" 
and shown herself to be 
"impartial" toward the 
Palestinians and the Jewish 
state. 

On a sensitive bilateral 
issue, she called for “close 
cooperation” on the June 
1996 truck bombing which 
killed 19 American .service- 
men in the Saudi city of 
Dhahran. 

U.S. officials have com- 
plained of a lack of coopera- 
tion from Saudi authorities 
investigating the aitack. 


Majali asks media to 
invite voters to elect 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Sunday called on the press' 
and media to cover the vari- 
ous stages of the election 
process, scheduled for Nov. 4 
and to encourage eligible vot- 
ers to exercise their right in 
electing their representatives 
to the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

Addressing die weekly 
meedng of the directors of 
Jordan's information depart- 
ments held at the Ministry of 
Information. Dr. Majali 
called on the media not to 
focus only on the positive 
things, but also on the nega- 
tives with a view to high- 
lighting them and finding 
solutions for them. The prime 
minister underlined the 


importance of the role media 
can play in providing accu- 
rate information. 

On the preparations for the 
elections. Dr. Majali said the 
Ministry of Interior has 
taken measures to ensure that 
al! eligible voters get their 
election cards without any 
complications, and to ensure 
easy access to ail polling cen- 
tres. 

On the Press and Publica- 
tions Law. Dr. Majali said the 
present law is more advanced 
than the previous one, noting 
that it has taken the decision 
_ making process from the 
government and placed it 
with the judiciary, which will 
have the final sav on press- 
related issues. 


7 dead in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — At least 
seven civilians were killed 
and more than 20 were 
wounded in several attacks 
across Algeria in the past two 
days, newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

Six young people aged 
between 14 and 24 had liieir 
throats slit overnight Friday 
in the town of Sidi LarbL 
nearTlemcen some 400 kilo- 
metres southwest of Algiers, 
according to the Liberie and 
Al Wutan dailies. 

In Hanaya. in the same 
region. 14 people were 


injured by a bomb blast at a 
wedding. Al Watan said. 

In Djelfa. 250 kilometres 
south of Algiers, two bombs 
exploded Friday at adminis- 
trative offices, injuring up to 
10 people, according io v’arv- 
ing reports. 

Two explosions in Blida. 
40 kilometres south of 
Algiers, left one person dead 
and three injured, according 
to Liberie. Another bomb 
blew up under a passing train 
at Al Afnoun, 50 kilometres 
southeast of Algiers, injuring 
three people. 


Hizbollah bomb kills 2 
Israelis in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (R) — Two 
Israeli soldiers were killed in 
a Hizbollah roadside bomb 
aitack in southern Lebanon 
early Sunday, the Israeli 
army and pro-Israeli militia 
sources said. 

The south Lebanon army 
.militia sources said one 
Israeli soldier was killed and 
two wounded in the attack. 
Both were taken to Israel. 

The Israeli army said later 
one of them died in Israel. 

The blast occurred when an 
Israeli patrol passed in the 
valley of Tallouseh on the 
edge of the Israel's self- 
declared security zone in 
south Lebanon, South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) 
sources said. 

The Israeli army said the 
soldiers, both 2 1 -year-old 
.sergeants, were on an opera- 
tion in the central sector of 
the zone when the explosion 
occurred near their patrol. 
The deaths brought to 33 the 
number of Israeli soldiers 
killed since the start of the 
year, including 12 soldiers 
killed in a thwarted comman- 
do raid operation outside the 
occupation zone on SepL 5. 

In Beirut. Hizbollah 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

“The group of the martyrs 
Hadi NasraJIah and Ali 
Qawtharani set off a big 
bomb blast near an Israeli 
patrol travelling on foot near 
the village of Tallouseh. The 
patrol which comprised 15 


soldiers was directly hit.” the 
group said in a statement. 

Hadi Nasarallah. son of 
Hizbollah's Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah, and Qawtharani 
were killed Friday in a battle 
with Israeli forces on the 
edge of the zone — bringing 
to 47 the number of total 
Arab and Lebanese fighters 
killed in fighting with fsraeli 
troops in 1997. 

Sheikh Nasrallah said at a 
rally Saturday that the body 
of his IS-year-oId son has 
been seized by Israeli troops. 

Hizbollah said one of its 
fighters was still missing 
while a fourth returned to 
base. 

The Israeli army said after 
the battle “at least four 
Hizbollah members were 
killed." 

Later Friday, six Lebanese 
army soldiers and a civilian 
woman were killed in an 
Israeli helicopter raid. 

The Israeli army said it 
launched the helicopter 
attack after Lebanese forces 
fired at Israeli troops fighting 
with Hizbollah guerrillas. 
:The air attack was the 6 1st 
raid on Lebanon this year and 
the six Lebanese troops were 
the first to be killed in fight- 
ing with Israeli troops in 
south Lebanon this year. 

Hizbollah is fighting Israeli 
troops and the SLA Tn a bid 
to oust them from the 15- 
kilomccre-wide occupation 
zone. 
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Turkey’s Demirel to visit Egypt Sudan accuses Egypt of violating its airspace 
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ANKARA (R) — President 
Suleyman Demirel visits 
Egypt this week in an effort 
to dampen Arab anger at 
Turkey boosting military 
cooperation with Israel 
despite the deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Demirel is expected to 
tell Egyptian President Hosni 

Mubarak Tuesday dial plans 

for naval manoeuvres 
between Turkey, Israel and 
the United States pose no 
threat to the Arab World. 

If there is a misunder- 
standing regarding the Turk- 
ish-Israelj relationship, it will 
be eliminated by us,” said a 
senior adviser to Mr. 
Demirel. 

The exercises, set for 
November in the eastern 
Mediterranean, are ostensibly 
rehearsals for joint search and 
rescue operations. But for 
many Arabs they overtly 
carry political messages. 

Damascus earlier this 
month condemned the war 
games as “a desperate 
attempt to pressure Syria to 
change its principled stand” 
in the Middle East peace 
process. 

An aide to Mr. Demirel 
denied that NATO member 


Turkey is taking sides in the 
Middle East dispute after 
decades on the sidelines. 

“Turkey does not have a 
policy of creating pacts in the 
-Middle East- We believe 
peace can come to the region 
only by cooperation among 
countries," be said. 

Turkey's secularist military 
signed an accord with Israel 
last year under which Israeli 
pilots have trained in Turkish 
skies. ; 

The deal was seen as a 
strategic blow to Turkey’s 
neighbours Syria and Iran, 
which Ankara accuses! of 
sponsoring Kurdish sepa- 
ratist rebels in its southeast- 
ern border regions. ! 

Mr. Demirel and Mr. 
Mubarak met last year to dis- 
cuss Turkey's new ties to 
Israel, which include a free 
trade agreement, which went 
into effect earlier this year, 
and high-ranking military 
visits. 

The two presidents will 
hold their talks this week in 
the coastal city of Alexandria. 

“(Egypt) wants to be 
assured by the Turkish side 
that these manoeuvres will 
not be against any .Arab coun- 
try,” an Arab diplomat in 


Ankara said. “They would 
Like to sort this out once and 
for all.” 

The naval exercises put 
Turkey out of step with other 
Muslim countries which are 
distancing thems elves again 
from Israel under right-wing 
Prime Minister Beny amin 
Netanyahu. 

Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
have threatened to boycott a 
planned Middle East eco- 
nomic summit to be attended 
by Israel because of what 
they say is Israel’s disruption 
of the peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

U.S. officials say Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, 
on a Middle East tour, has 
asked Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt to attend the gathering. 

Ml Mubarak and Mr. 
Demirel are also expected to 
discuss the search of an 
Egyptian ship in Istanbul’s 
Bosphorus Strait earlier this 
month during a Turkish hunt 
for anti-aircraft missiles 
believed to be headed for the 
Greek Cypriot sector of 
Cyprus. 

Turkey say's Cairo has 
assured it that missile parts 
found on the vessel were not 
being shipped to Cyprus. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan says that Egypt vio- 
lated its airspace by sending 
three warplanes south of the 
22nd Parallel, the pro-gov- 
ernment Alwan daily report- 
ed Sunday. 

It was the latest allegation 
by Sudan about Egyptian 
activities in and around 
Halaib, a disputed triangle 
of land between the two 
countries. The southern 
boundary of HaJaib is at the 
22nd Parallel. 


Alwan quoted unnamed 
military officials in Khar- 
toum as saving the Eevutian 
jets were sighted in the mid- 
dle of last week. 

There was no immediate- 
comment from Egyptian 
military officials. 

The action came “within 
the chain of Egyptian provo- 
cations against Sudanese 
authorities in HaJaib 
province,” the paper said. 

The paper also said Egypt 
was conducting military 


training exercises in Halaib 
that included the firing of 
rockets. 

Sudan and Egypt have 
contested ownership of 
Halaib since Sudan’s inde- 
pendence in 1956. 

Egyptian troops moved 
into the area in force in 1 993 
as tension between the two 
states rose after Cairo 
accused Sudan of supporting 
Muslim insurgents in Egypt 

Egypt has allowed 
Halaib’s Sudanese inhabi- 


tants and Sudanese security 
forces to remain but has 
announced plans to develop 
the area. 

Last week, Sudan accused 
Egypt of cutting off drinking 
water to Sudanese residents 
of Halaib and firing artillery 
shells near the area’s 
Sudanese garrison. 

Sudan filed a protest with 
the Arab League Wednesday 
and asked the organisation 
to intervene. 

Relations between Egypt 


and Sudan have been 
strained since a military 
coup in 1989 brought Lieu- 
tenant General Omar AJ 
Bashir to power in Sudan 
and he installed an Islamic 
regime. 

They worsened in 1995 
when Cairo accused Khar, 
toum of involvement m ^ 
assassination attempt 

against Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa. Ethiopia. Sudan has 
denied any role in the attack. 


More efforts on Cyprus issue after vote — Clerides 


Forest named after 
Yaqoub Salti 


NICOSIA (R) — Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 


said Sunday he expected 
efforts to solve the Cyprus 
problem to intensify after 
presidential elections on the 
island next February. ! 

“Cyprus’s Hellenism iis 
expecting the initiative to 
reach its highest level after 
the presidential election^,” 
Mr. Clerides said at tlie 
unveiling of a memorial for 
victims of Turkey’s 19^4 
invasion. j 

“In the meantime, we are 
moving with the aim of 
having the best possible 
preparations so that this 
time talks are effective.” 1 


But Mr. Clerides, leader 
of the Greek Cypriot Com- 
munity, said his side would 
be more optimistic if the 
international community 
applied pressure on Ankara 
to quit its “intransigence 
and adopt ‘ a constructive 
policy” on Cyprus. 

Turkey has some 30,000 
troops stationed in northern 
Cyprus. 

Mr. Clerides and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tash held inclusive talks on 
the division of the island at 
Troutbeck, New York, in 
July and near Montreux. 
Switzerland, in August 

The aim of the talks was 


to I restart stalled negotia- 
tions on the reunification as 
a {^communal bizdnal fed- 
eration, a goal I eluding 
international mediators for 
decades. 

A new round of talks 
between the two leaders has 
not been scheduled' 

Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned since Turkish 
forces invaded in j 1 974 in 
response to a brief Greek 
Cypriot coup in the capital, 
Nicosia, engineered by the 
military then ruling Greece. 

ijdr. Clerides, president of 
the Greek Cypriot-led gov- 
ernment, is due to announce 
next month whether he will 


stand for reelection or not 

In addition to deep-rooted 
differences between the two 
sides on issues relating to 
sovereignty, security and 
territorial issues, the Turk- 
ish Cypriot side strongly 
objects to El* action on an 
application for membership 
of the entire island by Mr. 
Clerides’ 1 government, 
internationally recognised 
as the only government of 
the island. 

Mr. Denktash does not 
recognise its right to act on 
behalf of the Turkish Cypri- 
ots, whose own state, pro- 
claimed in 1983, is recog- 
nised only by Turkey. 
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Indulge your senses; 
Venture into the unknown.. 



Opening soon in the heart of Abdoun, a 
visual experience known only in dreams 
in a most unique and sophisticated 
atmosphere . 


You Arb Now Entering 
The Comfort Zone: 


Galleria 1 and Galleria2 will bring the latest 
movies through state-of-the-art light 
effects and sound systems ; 


The Red Rose Hotel Suites have created some very 
distinctive accommodation in Amman. Stay with us and you 
will find hotel staff anxious to meet your needs. 
Experience the luxury of a suite without the price! 


OPENING SOON 


DOLBY DIGITAL, SRD, SDDS, DTS 


And screens big enough to see the entire 
world 





s not f ust a Movie Theatre , 
^ 5 / It’s a mind blowing experience. 


Um-Uthaina Commercial St. 
Tel: ++ 962 6 5522286 Fox: 551 4608 
RO. Box 950504 Amman, 11195 Jordan 


Future Attrac tions: 

MIB, My Best Friend’s Wedding, CON AIR, Air Force 1, FACE OFF. 


Managed by: Comfort Hotel Suites 

Tel: 856184 e-mail: comfort@go.com jo 


Tei 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10.The Show With die Mouse 



15:00 
] 15-JO 

Gillette Sports Special 

i 16:00 


1 16:30 


i 17:15 
19:00 

-..French Programmes 

. 19:15.. 


1 19:30 


i 19:35 
20:00 
Brown 
20:30 

....Comedy — Murphy 

21 :10. 



22:35 

23:15 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:56 Fair 

06:14 .. 
12:3L. 

— -(Sunrise) Duha 

16:02... 


18:48... 


20:06... 

‘Isha 


Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77 1751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

Hie Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Td. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba.- 

24/39 

18/37 

Jordan Valley 

22/40 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 35, .Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 21 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


CHURCHES 

SL Maty of Nazartfh Church 
Sweifieh,Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327R5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicaiion 

Td. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 66 1757. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Dry and hot weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
higher than average by 4-5 
degrees centigrade and winds 
southeasterly raoderte. In Aqaba, 
it will be hot. winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 
MinVMax. tempi 
Amman _20/36 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid AJ Masri 

De Yousef Rashid 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab... 

De Khalil JbalL- — 

Firas pharmacy 

Fetdows pharmacy ......... 

A1 Asema pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy — 

AJ Sal am pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..... 
Najib pharmacy ......... 


675485 

...875792 

...758848 

...740740 

—661912 

...778336 

-637055 

...623672 

..636730 

„ .644945 

...637660 

...847632 


IKBBD: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir.,.,276852 
A1 Quds pharmacy — ) 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

OvODe&nceDepaimenr — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue RAX— 192. 621 J J 1.637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police -896390 

Public Security Dept-— 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

\\^& Sewerage 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -623 101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television ..... 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority . — 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — S15615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Khali di Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity —642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital —845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ...667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen ...777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. —775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ..602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jotdanian ( RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (08)53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone OS (52700). 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Dr. WaBd Halasefa- 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy — 985417 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmila 630195 

Hussein Medical Centre . — Si 38 13/32 


IRBID: 

Princess Basmn Hospital 

_ (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 — Damascus (RT) 

08:05 ... Sanaa (RJ) 

0930 .... Jeddah (RT) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 - Beirut (RJi 

15:25 — Kuwait (RJ) 

17:30 — London (RJ) 

17:40New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
I9J0 — Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

20:10 Milan (RJ) 

20:40 - Cairn (RJ) 

22:15 Bangkok. Kuala Lumour 
(RJ) 

04:00 — lakarta, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
06:55 JSingapore. Kuala Lumpur 
Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

08:10 Doha (add) (GF) 

14:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GFj 

15:05 — Vienna (OS.) 

— Doha (QR) 

19-.50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:15 - Dubai iEKi 

21:10 ...... .Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:10 - Beirut (ME) 

22:15 — 0 ^ (MS) 

-Athens (OA) 

01:20 ...Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:05 Tel Aviv (RW) 

°8 ;2 ^ -Amman (QAIAKRW) 

09:15 Amman (Maika Airport) 
(RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (RW) 

12:10 -Amman iQAIA) (RW) 

13^00 Amman (Marka Airpon) 

Aqaba (RW| 

T? ,sw Amman (Marka Airpon) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Sira Beirut (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

liras Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:00 -Milan (RJ) 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — The 
G rearer Amman Municipality 
will name an 85-dunum forest 
in Uram Qusairand A1 Muqa- 
balain. southeast Amman, 
after Yaqoub Salti. former 
director of the Range and 
Afforestation Department, in 
appreciation of his profession- 
al efforts. Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi announced Sunday. 
“The late Mr. Salti played a 
great role in greening the 
Kingdom during his service.” 
Dr. Abbadi said in a statement 


Iran, Iraq to swap 
troops' remains 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran and 
Iraq will exchange the 
remains of soldiers killed in 
their 1980-1988 war, the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA said 
Sunday. *The exchange will 
take place Monday at the bor- 
der town of Sbalamebeh, 
Khuzestan province.” IRNA 
said, quoting a report by the 
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12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) ■ 

13:25 .-London (RJ); 

13 :35 .Frankfort (M. 

17:10- —Cairo (RJ> 

21:45 Rahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:05 .Dubai. Muscat (RJl 

22:25 AI 'Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

23:45 ...Sanaa (Rfl 

23:59 Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 -Istanbul (TO 

08:45 .Beirut (MB 

09:10 ......London (BA) 

09:10 Doha (add) (Gfl 

15:00 Bahrain (Ofl 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:50 DobalQfl 

21:10 Tel Aviv (1^ 

23:15.,., Cairo (MS) 

23:55 Damascus. Pads (Afl. 

02:30 Amsterdam^ 

Q4:00..„ Athens ^ 

06:00. ...Damascus^ 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:30 Amman (Maria ASP* 


n 

08:55 Amman 
09:50 Amman (Mad43^ 
(RW) 

11:20 

12:40 .Amman ( 

21:30 -Amman (' 

22:50 
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Home News 

Government to implement social package 
benefiting poor areas, refugee camps 


Jordan limes, Monday, September 15, 1997 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government will embark 
next year on a comprehen- 
sive SociaJ Productivity 
Programme iSPP) to 
improve the living stan- 
dards of citizens in the 
undeveloped regions of Jor- 
dan, including the Palestin- 
ian refugee camps. Ministry 
of Planning Secretary Gen- 
eral Nabil Amman said 
Sunday. 

During the opening ses- 
sion of a five-day work- 
shop, organised by the min- 
istry in cooperation with the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, 
Dr. Amman said the pro- 
gramme will address the 
social needs of the commu- 
nity and improve economic 
services. 

The programme entails 
restructuring the National 
Aid Fund, which provides 
assistance to the poor, pro- 
viding underprivileged 
areas with physical and 
social infrastructure, 
improving the operations of 
the micro-finance network 
to strengthen income capac- 
ity, and providing training 
to the poor and unem- 
ployed. he explained. 

The government has 
begun the Community 
Infrastructure Project to 
provide the most needed 
services to poor communi- 
ties, improve their quality of 
life, and provide a safer and 
healthier environment. 



UNDP Representative Jorgen L issuer. Ministry of Planning Secretary General Nabil 
Amman, and Housing and Urban Development Corporation Chief Yousef Hiyasat 
(seated left to right ) attend the opening session of a five-day social services workshop 
(Petra photoj 


according to Dr. Amman. 

The finan cing of this first- 
stage project includes a 
government contribution of 
$30 million, a $30 milli on 
World Bank loan, a German 
government grant of nearly 
$12 million, and a soft loan 
from Italy of $29 million, in 
addition to a UNDP grant of 
$1.7 million to fund the 
overall coordination unit at 
the Ministry of Pl annin g, he 
detailed. 

Yousef Batshoun, head of 
the ministry’s infrastructure 


scheme, said the govern- 
ment estimares that SPP 
will cost JD431 million, 
with the three-year first 
phase costing $150 million. 

According to Yousef 
Hiyasat. head of the Hous- 
ing and Urban Development 
Corporation. initial-stage 
projects within SPP will be 
carried our at 14 sites in 
Amman. Ruseifa. and 
Zarqa. 

UNDP resident represen- 
tative Jorgen Lissner told 
the opening session that 


Women’s convention on social, 
legal concerns to start today 


By Hind-La ra Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Women from 
all over the Kingdom will 
gather today at the Amman 
Convention on Women’s 
Demands to discuss a 26- 
point agenda for women’s 
needs, including enhancing 
women's political aware- 
ness for the upcoming par- 
liamentary elections. 

The convention is the cul- 
mination of four separate 
agendas focusing on the 
political, economic, social, 
educational, health, and 
environmental demands of 
women living in the Aqaba, 
Irbid, Mafraq. and Zarqa 
govemorates. 

AI Kutba Institute for 
Human Development, the 
Conrad Adenauer Founda- 
tion. and the General Feder- 
ation of Jordanian Women 
sponsored workshops in the 
four govemorates this- year 
to formulate a single agen- 
da on women's needs. 

The convention will bring 
together the elected repre- 
sentatives of these four 
workshops to interact with 
women representatives 
from all govemorates. co- 
Director of AI Kutba Insti- 
tute for Human Develop- 
ment Josi Pikarrz Salim 
told the Jordan Times. 

“The ten-point agendas 
that were generated from 
each workshop have been 
merged into a 26-point list 
of priorities, since many 
listings overlapped" she 
explained. 

“This bodes well for the 
future, since it means there 
is a consensus among these 
women, regardless of geog- 
raphy, lifestyle, or age," co- 


Director of AJ Kutba Insti- 
tute Ellen Khoury told the 
Jordan Times. 

. The issue of amending 
the Nationality Law so that 
women may pass Jordanian 
nationality to non-Jordan- 
ian husbands and children 
ranked very high on the list 
of priorities on all four 
agendas, Mrs. Khoury 
explained. . 

She added that women 
feel this particular point is 
an obstacle toward equal 
rights with men. 

Other legal matters of 
common concern, Mrs. 
Khoury said, were the can- 
cellation of the law of 
reduced penalty for crimes 
of honour, and the amend- 
ment of the Civil Status 
Law. 

Women feel that they 
need more protection from 
polygamy and divorce 
without proper reason, she 
explained. 

Other issues include 
increased compensation for 
divorcees, alimony, child 
custody regulations 

favourable to women, and 
entitlement to a passport 
without the approval of a 
male guardian, according to 
Mrs. Khoury. 

These demands are to be 
submitted to the legal com- 
mittee of Parliament and 
the government, as well as 
Parliament as a whole, she 
added. 

In the economic category, 
women demanded part- 
time employment opportu- 
nities, she said. 

“Women equate financial 
independence with dignity. 
These women want to be 
able to earn a living to s^t- 
isfv their immediate needs 


without being dependent." 
she elaborated. 

The agendas indicated 
that women want to receive 
adequate health care, since 
there were repeated com- 
plaints of bad treatment. Dr. 
Salim said, adding "women 
[living in these gover- 
norates] are not being suffi- 
ciently informed of diagno- 
sis and treatment." 

Two presentations will be 
given^ Monday on argu- 
ments supporting the 
women’s agenda by profes- 
sionals in legal, health, and 
economic fields. 

“We think women need 
more knowledge to make 
good judgements and deci- 
sions,” Dr. Salim said. 

On the second day. partic- 
ipants wall be brought 
together with experts and 
politicians to prepare action 
plans. Building lobbies and 
pressure groups is the third 
presentation included in 
Tuesday’s deliberations. 

“Women have basic tech- 
niques for building an inner 
core of volunteers and dis- 
tributing roles,” said Mrs. 
Khoury, “but I don’t think 
women candidates have yet 
made the mental or physi- 
cal step toward going out 
and fundraising. 

“In campaigning, we have 
to bring together the tradi- 
tional and modern ways 
and find a place in between 
in launching and maintain- 
ing a campaign successful- 
ly,” she said. 

Mrs. Khoury concluded 
by saying “to be able to 
achieve results, women 
should be realistic and 
strike a balance between 
what is possible and what is 
desired.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER *97 
FESTIVAL 

* Seminar entitled "An Evalu- 
ation of the Difference Between 

' ife Graphic Pnm and the Mono- 
’ prim" by Iraqi artisr Rafa Nasiri 
and Syrian artist Ziad DaJloul at 
. 7:00 p.m. 

* Graphics b\ Rafa Nasiri ol 
. Iraq, 7l-ni Dalloul of Syria, and 
1 Mafia Mehadji at the South Hall. 

* Painting?. b\ Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Qailoka at the Mid- 
dle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and 
i paintings by Jordanian artist 

■ RajwaAIi. 

• * Woks b> conwn^oran 
- Arab artists ai the Blue House. 

J * Paintings by children of 
Zanp reflecting on the problem 
| of pollution at the Byzantine 
( church. 


FILM 

* “Sept Moits Sur Ordon- 
nanee" at the French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Weibdeh at 8:30 
p.m. 

LECTURE 

* "Cultural Resources Man- 
agement" (in Arabic) by Dr. 
Mohammad Wahib ai the 
Friends uf Archaeology Centre 
at 6:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of photographs 
aboui the life of Chilean poet 
p-ablo Nercuda at Institute Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman until Sept. 
13. 

- Worts by Daieen Wilkerson 
entitled "Arab Madinas in 
Batik" at the Jordan Crafts 
Development Centre (AI Aydik 
Jabal .Amman. Second Circle. 


until SepL 25 (Tel. 614555 1. | 

* Works by All .AI Yazbiki at ! 
the Jordan Plastic Art Associa- 
tion, Jabal Weibdeh, until SepL 
16. 

* Fourth Pottery Exhibition by 
Mahmoud Sadiq and Da'ad Ai 
Mufleh at Hamurabi Gallery. 
Gardens Street, until SepL 19 
(Tel. 553609S). 

* Paintings exhibition entitled 

“La Radioacrivire' “ at the I 
French Cultural Centre, until J 
SepL 30. j 

w Paintings by Palestinian | 
artists entitled "Palestine the j 
Reality and the Dream" at the j 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine j 
Arts, until Ocl 2 (except Tues- j 

days). j 

* Bani Hamida exhibition at \ 

AI Baidar Hall of Kan Zaman. J 
until SepL 20. i 


SPP aims at improving the 
standard of living of resi- 
dents in villages and rural 
regions by improving roads, 
schools, electricity, and 
water services. 

Representatives of a num- 
ber of concerned ministries, 
in addition to the Cities and 
Villages Development 
Bank, the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs, and a 
number of non-govemmen- 
tal organisations operating 
in Jordan, are taking part in 
the meetings. 

Ministry 

sends 

notifications 
to parties 
accused of 
violating 
law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Interior has sent 
notifications to 16 political 
parties that it said have 
committed financial .and 
organisational acts in viola- 
tion of the provisions of the 
J992 Jordanian Political 
Parties Law (JPPL). 

A report in the local press 
Sunday quoted Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid as 
saying the violations were 
discovered during the min- 
istry’s examination of doc- 
uments concerning these 
parties’ financial affairs. 

The parties have been 
given a mandate ending on 
Dec. 31 to adjust to the 
requirements and provi- 
sions of the JPPL. Other- 
wise, legal action will be 
taken against them. 

The time limit is suffi- 
cient for them to comply 
with the regulations, and 
also offers party members 
wishing to run in the 
upcoming general elections . 
sufficient time to prepare, 
according to the minister. 

The ministry last month 
said it intended to prosecute 
political parties thai fail to 
comply with the law or sub- 
mit statements about tbeir 
financial resources to the 
ministry' for examination. 

According to article 20 of 
the law, parties must pro- 
vide the minister of interior 
with a copy of their fiscal 
budgets in the first quarter 
of every year, detailing 
financial resources as wefl 
as their financial situation. 

The minister was quoted 
Sunday as saying Ibrahim 
Ghosheh, the spokesperson 
for the Palestinian resis- 
tance movement, Hamas, 
was still being questioned 
about recent statements that 
he said were considered 
harmful to Iordan’s nation- 
al security, but he added 
that Mr. Ghosheh will be 
released soon, after ques- 
tioning is complete. 

The minister denied alle- 
gations that the arrest of 
Mr. Ghosheh came in 
response to a request form 
the Palestinian National 
Authority, stressing that 
Jordan enjoys full sover- 
eignty and freely takes its 
ow n decisions without any 

external influence. 


Ministry examining plans 
for Amman-Zarqa light rail 


By Rama Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ministry of 
Transport and Telecommu- 
nication officials Sunday 
confirmed that the ministry 
is studying the possibility 
of building a light rail sys- 
tem between Amman and 
Zarqa wi thin the next three 
years. 

The 41.7 kilometre pro- 
ject, which will cost an esti- 
mated $83.4 milli on, will 
connect downtown Amman 
with Zarqa, according to 
Director of Railways at the 
Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunication Yahia 
Jdaitawi. 

He told the Jordan Times 
Sunday that the ministry is 
currently seeking consulta- 
tion from abroad, “to help 
us prepare tire technical, 
legal, and financial steps for 


a bid to the private sector.” 

“We are hoping that by 
the end of next year, we 
xviU have signed an agree- 
ment with investors to start 
the project, which will take 
two more years to com- 
plete” Mr. Jdaitawi said. 

Mr. Jdaitawi said the min- 
istry is targeting foreign 
companies to build the rail 
system, adding that several 
international companies 
.have already expressed 
interest in building the rail- 
way system and have con- 
ducted private studies for 
the project 

The companies that have 
expressed interest are based 
in the Netherlands, France, 
Germany, Canada, die U.S., 
and the U.K., he said. 

Jordan's public sector 
cannot cover the cost of the 
construction of the rati sys- 
tem, Mr. Jdaitawi 


explained. 

The ministry official 
stressed that the primary 
goals of this project are^ 
public safety, energy^con- 
servation, the environment, 
and the elimination of traf- 
fic jams. 

“Our current transporta- 
tion system is backwards. 
This step would modernise 
the transportation system 
and increase the employ- 
ment rate,’’ Mr. Jdaitawi 
said. 

The light rail system will 
not affect the current pri- 
vate and public transporta- 
tion systems, which carry 
more than 120,000 passen- 
gers daily between Amman 
and Zarqa, he said. 

“These transportation 
vehicles will work to trans- 
port passengers to die new 
tr ain stations,” Mr. Jdaitawi 
explained. 


The ministry official said 
the new project will “hope- 
fully create competition 
and force bus drivers and 
owners to improve their 
services.” ' 

“We are hoping to con- 
vince people that it is not a 
shame to use public trans- 
portation and much better 
to use the new transporta- 
tion system once it is oper- 
ating." he said. 

He added that if this 
experiment succeeds, the 
ministry plans to expand 
die light rati system to other 
crowded areas that are in 
qeed of such services. 

“The new system, when 
built, will hopefully solve 
transportation for the next 
30 years, and hopefully will 
be a push for us to expand,” 
he concluded 


Fifth science week to focus on Jordanian 
competitiveness, productivity in world market 


By Nadia MukhKs 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Fifth Jor- 
danian Science Week, enti- 
tled "Enhancing Jor danian 
Competitiveness: Quality, 

Productivity, Transparency 
and Accountability,” is being 
held SepL 15-18 under die 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, Chairman of 
the Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology 
(HCST), and is organised by 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) in cooperation with 
HCST. 

The conference will be 
attended by many local and 
international experts in order 
to discuss various national 
issues and devise recommen- 


dations to promote die quality 
of work, increase productivi- 
ty. and introduce transparen- 
cy, according to Ranwa Khat- 
ib. coordinator for the infor- 
mation committee at RSS. 

The activities of this week 
were preceded by three 
roundtable meetings concern- 
ing the industrial policy in 
Jordan in comparison to die 
Japanese and Canadian expe- 
riences in taelclmg the issues 
of bloated management, 
transparency, and account- 
ability, Ms. Khatib explained. 

Transparency and account- 
ability in civil service and leg- 
islation in the Kingdom com- 
prise the first topic of discus- 
sion. according to RSS Presi- 
dent Said Alloush. 

The second issue will be 


quality, with the aim of pro- 
moting this concept and 
drawing up policies aid laws 
to enhance the share of 
national institutions in world 
trade, Du Alloush explained. 

The third and final issue 
will be productivity, with the 
objective of enhancing the 
productivity of Jordanian 
organisations to consequently 
improve their competitive- 
ness, especially in industrial 
services and intellectual 
fields, he concluded , 

The conclusions reached on 
these issues will be included 
in a national charter or plat- 
form of action dial will pro- 
vide access for national 
organisations to die econom- 
ic, cultural, and intellectual 
activities taking place in the 


institutional arena, Ms. Khat- 
ib explained 

The science week is an 
occasion for all sectors of 
society to discuss sensitive 
aDd important issues in a 
local context, she said 

The subjects to be dis- 
cussed “are of great signifi- 
cance, because they help pre- 
pare us to face the world in 
the fields of economy, educa- 
tion, culture, and society, as 
well as assist us to effectively 
participate in life's various 
aspects,” Dr. Alloush clari- 
fied 

The participation of the 
concerned parties represents 
the basic foundation for simi- 
lar events to follow, Ms. 
Khatib concluded 


Jordanian cultural 
crafts on display at 
Jordan Craft Centre 


Agricultural projects 
to begin next year 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Arab heritage and culture are 
being displayed under die 
patronage of HRH Princess 
Wijdan Ali in an exhibition 
of paintings and clothing by 
Darleen Wtikerson entitled 
“Arab Medinas and B atik” at 
the Jordan Craft Centre 
(JCC) AI Aydi. 

The JCC promotes as 
many craftspeople as possi- 
ble who produce works of an 
that express Jordanian and 
Arab culture, civilisation, 
and heritage, JCC Director 
May Khouri said 

According to Ms. Wilker- 


son, after spending time in 
Yemen, Pakistan, and Poland 
researching and developing 
art programmes, she settled 
in Amman and began pro- 
ducing batiks depicting 
scenes that reflect the feeling 
of Jordan and detail interest- 
ing architecture. 

Batik is a process in which 
wax is used to prevent dye 
from colouring cotton fabric 
in certain areas, thus produc- 
ing designs, Ms. Wilkeison 
elucidated 

After the process, die wax 
is ironed out and the cloth is 
framed she said 

The exhibition is on dis- 
play until SepL 25. 


Jordan Times Fax Number 
696-183 


AMMAN (Petra) — Starting 
at the beginning of 1998, the 
Ministry of Agriculture will 
begin implementation of three 
five-year agricultural projects 
to be funded by the 
International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development (IFAD), 
the ministry recently 
announced 

Salem Ekoim director of 
projects department at the 1 
ministry, said a $9 million 
project, for which documents 
and plans have already been 
prepared, concerns develop- 
ment of approximately 
500.00Q^dunums of pasture 
lands. 

The project is also expected 
to provide a data base of the 
pastures, and policies for their 
development in the future, be 
said 

Preparatory work was con- 
ducted in 1995 for the second 
project, die development of 
the Yarmouk River basin, be 
said 


The estimated cost of $45 
million has led die ministry to 
contact international 

financiers, he explained 
He said IFAD has expressed 
willingness to finance this pro- 
ject adding that an IFAD del- 
egation is currently studying 
the project in detail and will 
report to their headquarters to 
seek approval. 

The third project concerns 
the development of the Petra 
region, where a prepared study 
for promoting agriculture will 
be implemented, be said 
The study covered prospects 
for planting fruit and forest 
trees, drilling artesian wells, 
collecting rain water, and pro- 
viding infrastructure for suc- 
cessful farming, he explained 
The total area in the Petra 
region to be developed is esti- 
mated at 75,000 dunums, he 
said, adding that the project 
will begin with the upcoming 
agricultural season and is 
expected to cost JD28 million. 
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Sri Lanka’s battle for highway 


enters 5th month amid heavy losses 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lanka’s biggest anti-separatist 
offensive aimed at opening a highway through Tamil rebel 
territory entered its fifth month Sunday having left thou- 
sands of dead on both sides. 

Intense long-range artillery and mortar bomb attacks 
raged near the northern town of Pu li yan ku lam as the rebel 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) kept up ferocious 
resistance, officials said. 

The government launched Operation “Sure Victory" on 
May 13 with the deployment of two divisions, or 20,000 
soldiers, making it the country’s largest single military 


campaign. _ p 

Casualties have been heavy for the military and the Tiger 
guerrillas who are leading a drawn put campaign for an 
independent homeland called Eelam in the island’s north- 
east. i 

Official figures showed nearly 700 soldiers were killed 
and more than 3.500 wounded in the i jattle to capture a 75- 
kilom^tre stretch of road to the northern Peninsula of 
Jaffnaj 

Troops have so far covered only ab< ut 17 kilometres. 
“Trobps are finding it difficult to overcome resistance 
because of the heavy mortar attacks,” i defence source said. 
“Both jsides know this could be the last big battle so the 
Tigers lare giving their best shot.” 

If security forces can link the Jaffi a Peninsula with the 
rest of; the country through a land acciss, it will confine the 
Tigers; to the northeastern jungles maigmalising them mili- 
tarily. ; j 

Tigers were driven out of Jaffna, heir former de facto 
capital, in December 1995 after a 50-c ay battle that cost the 
lives of 600 government soldiers. Ho 1 /ever, the ^bels con- 
tinued |to hold the only land route to t le region. 

Asian diplomats said the army had I >een keen to open the 
Jaffna road before November when t re government hopes 
to present a radical power sharing pea x plan in .parliament. 

The Tigers have rejected F resident rChandrika 
Kumaratunga’s devolution package which seeks to turn the 
country into a federal state in all but lame in Exchange for 
ethnic peace. I 

Analysts also point out that there c ruld a lull in fighting 
when monsoon rains intensify later tms month and the mil- 
itary may not be able to keep to its original target of open- 
ing the road by this month. j | 

Defence Ministiy spokesman, 1 Brigadier Sarath 


Munasinghe said 3,500 Tiger men and women had been 
killed by government forces in the past four months, but the 
rebels have rejected the government figures. 

However, Sunday the LTTE’s London office said in a 
statement a senior member of their movement was killed 
during fighting near Puliyankulam and rebel-held areas of 
the nort h we re mourning the death. 

The LTTE said that a self-styled lieutenant colonel died 
1 1 days ago near Puliyankulam but his death will inspire 
"generations of fighters to rise up and defend the security 
and freedom of the Tamil nation.” 

“The streets have been decorated with traditional symbols 
of mourning and the red and yellow flag of Tamil Eelam is 
flyin g hal f-mast all over (rebel-held) Wanni (in Sri Lanka)," 
the LTTE statement said, , ■ 

I said intense battles raged near the jungles northeast of 
Pu iyankulam with both sides exchanging heavy artillery 
am I mort ar bo mb attacks. 

‘The LTTE using mortars to repulse the occupying 
for :es,” the Tigers said “Sinhalese troops are retaliating 
wiih artillery and mortar shell-fire on Tamil civilian settle- 
me its located miles away from the battle scene.” c 

5 oldiers backed by tanks and air cover had skirted Puli- 
yankulam on the main highway to Jaffna and moved deep^ 
er nto territory held by the LTTE, defence officials said. 

b leanwhile. President Rumaratunga will start a state visit 
to Malaysia this week to sign business deals that are likely 
to draw large investments into the island nation’s infra- 
stricture sector. ! 

t . government statement Sunday said Ms. Kumaratunga. 
a a ompanied by officials and a 20-member business de le- 
gal ion, would meet Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad 
ani 1 Malaysian businessmen. 1 1 

The visit is the first by a Sri Lankan leader to the 
So itheast Asian nation in 30 years. 

T he statement said several agreements Would be signed 
be ween the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, which over- 
set s foreign investments, and Malaysian conglomerates on 
projects! including infrastructure development, industrial 
and science parks, airport expansion and technological 
co iperation. 

I: said Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar would 
ad Iress an investment seminar and Ms. Kumaratunga 
wculd speak to prospective investors at a business 
Lu icheon in Kuala Lumpur. f 


19 die in plane crash in Kabila’s Congo 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 

Nineteen people were killed 
when the plane carrying 
them to a church convention 
in the east of die Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
Friday crashed into a hill. a 
UJN. official said Saturday. 

U.N. official, Michael 
Phelps told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Uvira on the 
western shore of Lake 
Tanganyika that two women 
and an American-Israeli aid 
worker were among those 
killed when the plane 
slammed into a small hill in 
the Fizi area Friday. 

“Most of the people were 
from the Uvira area and they 
were going to a Christian 
convention in Manembwa," 
he said. No one survived die 
crash. 

Fizi, a semi-derelict centre 
south of Uvira, has seen 
intermittent clashes between 
the local Babembe people 
and President Laurent 
Kabila's Rwandan Tutsi 
allies, blit it was not known 
if the crash was linked to 


fighting. 

Officials at die scene 
could not immediately say 
what caused the |plane to go 
down or give details about 
the air raft, said [Mr. Phelps, 
who h lads the UN. mission 
in Uvira. | 

An. International Comm- 
ittee of the Red Cross team 
had been near the crash site 
and saw tbe aircraft go 
down. 

“Apparently the plane 
burnt ijor hours and the bod- 
ies were burnt beyond 
recognition,” Mr. Phelps 
said, adding that the 
American-Israeli worked for 
the charity Food for the 
Hungry International. 

The four-day meeting, 
called by Congolese church- 
es through Ebenezer min- 
istry international, was 
intended to try to find an end 
to ethnic conflict plaguing 
the area, organisers said last 
week. 

Leaders were invited from 
the four main ethnic groups 
in the east of toe former 


Za re: The Tutsi- 

Ba lyamuienge, Babembe, 
Na ade and Bafulero. 

C lashes between the Tutsi- 
Baayamulenge and other 
eth nic groups, principally 
ovi x land tenure and owner- 
shi p, have troubled the. for- 
me r Zaire for decades. 

Sources in Uvira, which 
lie : across lake Tanganyika 
fretn toe Burundian capital 
Bu jumbura, say tbe 
Ba »mbe people resent toe 
do ni nance in the adminis- 
tra ions of north and south 
Ki m provinces of the 
Ba lyamuienge, allies of 
Kabila. ■ 

The Babembe are said to 
have enlisted toe support of 
armed Hutu rebels from 
Burundi and soldiers from 
toe former Rwandan and 



government armies. 
: groups are opposed to 
iila and; his allies in the 
ion, Whio seized power 
dictator Mobutu Sese 
> jin May this year after a 
seten-monto rebellion in toe 
old Zaire. 


Fighting in Brazzaville as 'premier 
heads for Libreville peace; summit 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Hea- 
vy weapons fire erupted 
Sunday in Brazzaville as 
Congolese Prime Minister 
Bernard Kolelas left for Li- 
breville where nine African 
heads of state are gathering 
for a peace summit. 

"There's shooting just 
about everywhere,” said an 
independent source reached 
by telephone in the Congo- 
lese capital from Kinshasa. 

He said there was firing in 
toe city centre and near toe 
Maya-Maya airport, which 
is under toe control of forces 
backing President Pascal 
Lissouba, as well as in 
northern parts of the city 
controlled by Mr. Lissouba’s 
rival and predecessor, Denis 
Sassou Nguesso. 

Two people were killed 
Sunday morning by a shell 
that fell in the Makele-Kele 


district in the south of tbe 
capital, the source said. 

Mr. Kolelas is to represent 
Mr. Lissouba at Sunday's 
summit, to be hosted by Ga- 
bonese President Omar Bon- 
go. who has been spearhead- 
ing international efforts to 
end toe months-old crisis in 
Congo, where at least 4,000 
people have been killed. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso "s Ra- 
dio Liberte questioned toe 
usefulness of die summit in 
view of Mr. Lissouba’s 
absence. 

Mr. Lissouba had been 
urged not to attend by toe 
youth wing of the Pan-Af- 
rican Union for Democratic 
Socialism, whose spokes- 
man said on government 
radio that “toe journey to 
Libreville is inconvenient at 
this moment in time.” 

Of the heads of state invit- 


ed to Libreville, seven had 
arrived as of late Saturday. 

They were Idriss Deby of 
Chad Alpha Oumar Konare 
of | Mali, Abdou Diouf from 
Senegal, Ange-Felix Paiasse 
from Central African Repub- 
lic! Togo’s Gnassingbe Eya- 
de-ma. Matoieu Kerekou of 
Benin, and Obiang Ngueraa 
Mbasogo from Equatorial 
Guinea. 

Cameroon Foreign Minis- 
ter Ferdinand. Oyono was 
also in Libreville, and Bur- 
kina-Faso President Blaise 
Compaore was due to arrive 
on Sunday. 

Fighting in Brazzaville 
broke out when Mr. Lissou- 
ba’s forces sought to disarm 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso's men 
ahead of new presidential 
polls set for July 27 and sub- 
sequently postponed indefi- 
nitely. 


Australia has network of 5,000 paedophiles 


MELBOURNE (R) — The 
Sunday Age newspaper said 
Sunday that a national 
crime report had identified a 
loose network of 5,000 pae- 
dophiles across Australia. 

The Melbourne newspa- 
per said toe National Crime 
Authority (NCA) report 
titled Ope-ration Bodega 
found 30,000 girls and 
11,000 boys were sexually 
abused each year. 

A spokesman for Austra- 
lia’s Justice Minister Daryl 
Wiliams confirmed the 
report's existence but said it 
was still in a preliminary 
stage. 

“A national assessment on 
paedophiles is being con- 


ducted by the National 
Crime Authority, but toe 
final assessment is not com- 
plete,” the spokesman told 
Reuters. 

It said Australian pae- 
dophiles were trafficking in 
pornography and increas- 
ingly using the Internet to 
import and exchange infor- 
mation on minors. 

The report detailed Inter- 
net bulletin board sites used 
by paedophiles and said 
Australian paedophiles 
were linked to overseas pae- 
dophile groups. 

“Paedophile activity and 
toe sexual abuse of children 
is a serious problem and 
largely concealed,” said 


NCA analyst, Kylie Miller 
who prepared the report, 
according to the newspaper. 

The report called for a 
national intelligence project 
to investigate paedophiles' 
use of the Internet and for 
more police, training and 
technological resources to 
monitor computer pornog- 
raphy, toe newspaper said. 

An official report last 
month in Australia's most 
populous state. New South 
Wales (.NSW) found pae- 
dophilia was a serious prob- 
lem, and said police and 
courts had failed to provide 
adequate protection for chil- 
dren. 


Colombian 


rebels say 


army 


torpedoes 


peace talks 


BOGOTA (R) — Marxist 
rebels said Saturday that a 
major army offensive in 
southeast Colombia flew in 
toe face of toe govern- 
ment’s recent call for peace 
talks. 

Claiming that about 500 
bombs had rained down oh 
the jungle-covered area 
where toe offensive is tak- 
ing place, the Revolutiona- 
ry Armed Forces of Co- 
lombia (FARC) said toe air 
strikes openly contradicted 
toe government’s . peace 
overtures. , 

In a communique, read 
by the FARC’s internation- 
al spokesman in, Mexico, 
toe rebel group also con- 
firmed reports that at least 
one of its top commanders 
had been pinned down in 
toe combat zone, an area 
known as Yari about 300 
kilometres southeast of 
Bogota. 

Armed forces chief, Gen. 
Manuel Jose Bonett, who 
told reporters Friday that 
the offensive had begun 
just two days earlier, 
described it as toe biggest 
since 1990 when the army 
destroyed toe FARC’s gen- 
eral command headquar- 
ters in Meta province. 

The FARC said toe army 
campaign had actually 
been launched on Sept. 4. 

“Actions of this kind are 
incompatible with official 
talk of demilitarised zones 
to facilitate bilateral meet- 
ings between toe govern- 
ment and insurgency," the 
FARC statement said. It 
added that the offensive 
had made it impossible, at 
least for now, for the FARC 
to respond to President 
Ernesto Samper's call, in 
an open letter on Aug. 28, 
for talks that would lay toe 
groundwork „ for a full- 
fledged pedte process in 
Colombia. 

Mr. Samper’s letter inc- 
luded the offer of a troop 
pullout from an unspecified 
area of the country to 
jump-start peace talks. 

The FARC's commu- 
nique came on the heels of 
its own campaign of tenor 
over the past month aimed 
at scuttling municipal elec- 
tions set for Oct. 28. Scores 
of local politicians and can- 
didates have been kid- 
napped or killed in the 
rebel offensive, prompting 
hundreds of candidates for 
mayor and local town 
councils to resign out of 
fear. 



Miss Illinois ^Catherine Shindle (left) reacts as she is crowned Miss America 1998 by 
outgoing Miss America Tara Dawn Holland at the end of tbe 77th annual pageant 
Saturday in Atlantic City (Reuter photo) 


Miss Illinois wins 1998 Miss USA title 


ATLANTIC CITY (R) — Miss niinois 
Katherine Shindle, a 20-year-old senior at 
Northwestern ; University, won toe 1998 
Miss America pageant Saturday. 

Miss Shindle of Evanston, Illinois, broke 
into an open-mouthed smile and mouthed 
“thank you” to the audience as the an- 
nouncement of her victory brought cheers 
and applause from thousands of onlookers 
in the Atlantic City Convention Hall. 

Miss America 1997 Tara Holland placed a 
rhinestone tiara on her successor's bead and 
crooned the traditional anthem, "There she 
is,” as the willowy brunette strolled down 
the runway through a blizzard of flashes 
and coloured stage lights. 


Miss Shindle captured toe top honour by 
beating Miss North Carolina Michelle 
Warren, the first runnerup. Miss Mississippi 
Myra Barginear was second runnerup. with 
Miss Ariztona Stacey Momeyer third and 
Miss California Rebekah Ann Keller fourth. 
As toe pageant winner, Ms. ShindJe will 
receive a $40,000 scholarship and spend the 
year attending speaking engagements on 
ADDS prevention that are expected to earn 
her upwards of $250,000. 

Organisers, struggling to keep toe annual 
extravaganza relevant, allowed contestants 
to wear two-piece swimsuits for the first 
time since 1947 in keeping with toe theme, 
“Everything old is new again.” 


China’s ideologue rules out 
democracy, privatisation 


BEIJING (R) — One of 
m ispix 


Chiba’s top (spin doctors 
Sunday put his own twist on 
China’s decision to revolu- 
tionise state ownership, rul- 
ing out privatisation or 
Western-style democracy in 
toe world’s biggest 
Communist nation. 

Communist ! Party Chief 
Jiang Zemin Friday invoked 
political reform in his open- 
ing speech to ! a five-yearly 
party congress. But anyone 
who thought that signalled a 
go-ahead to- multi-party 
democracy should think 
again, ideologue, Xing 
Bensi told the Xinhua news 


agency. 

"China will' draw on toe 
good experience of Western 
democracy but will not copy 
Western democracy, such as 
toe two-chamber system and 
multi-party electoral race,” 
said Mr. Xing, vice presi- 
dent of toe party school and 
editor-in-chief of toe central 


ma gazin e 


committee i 
Seeking Truth. 

Officials are also eager to 
prevent speculation about 
toe real meaning of Mr. 
Jiang's call. carefully 
couched in communist dou- 
blespeak, to diversify own- 
ership of tens of thousands 
of ailing state {firms. 

It was a “njiisunderstand- 
ing” to regard the adjust- 
ment of ownership simply 
as a question! of toe share- 
holding system, said Mr. 


Xing, a close aide to Mr. 
Jiang and whose articles: in 
toe state media have been 
pivotal in Mr. Jiang's cam- 
paign to gain acceptance for 
his policy of political and 
economic change. 

Mr. Jiang’s pledge to 
allow a revolutionary shift 
in ownership of state firms, 
many mired in inefficiency 
and burdened by bad debt, 
would make mergers easier 
and could propel bigger 
companies into toe world 
market, industrialists have 
said. 

But his blessing to multi- 
ple forms of ownership and 
a pledge to end the free ride 
enjoyed for 40 years by 
long-cosseted state firms 
would open toe floodgates 
to mergers, bankruptcies, 
sales of shares to employ- 
ees. formation of joint 
stockholdings and stock 
market listings, economists 
say. 

Reports that China would 
sell off most state enterpris- 
es and only keep a small 
number of big firms were 
“groundless.” said Mr. Xing. 

“It is impossible for China 
to do so, and such a method 
will not work and only leads 
to chaos," he said. 

Chinese economists say 
such statements are little 
more than window-dressing, 
with toe party well aware 
that its nod to multiple 
forms of ownership means 


toe private sector will boom. 

Mr. Xing hastened to 
stress that the public owner- 
ship espoused by Mr. Jiang 
Friday encompassed a 
broader understanding of 
state ownership — long toe 
bedrock of Chinese commu- 
nist rule. 

"Public ownership is not 
equal to state ownership" 
Mr. Xing said, adding that 
the public sector included 
not only toe state but also 
toe collective sector as well 
as a pan of “mixed owner- 
ship” — a communist code- 
word for the private sector. 

"That means that as long 
as the enterprise is owned by 
toe people, it is still public,” 
said one Chinese economist. 

Mr. Xing stressed that 
some sectors of the state 
would remain sacrosanct, 
despite toe restructuring of 
ownership. 

These were communica- 
tions and transport, banking, 
finance and some major nat- 
ural resources — and 
defence. 

The party's decision to 
restructure was due to 
inability of the ailing state 
sector to boost productive 
forces, Mr. Xing said. 

“Practice has proved that it 
is wrong to think that ’the 
greater scale of public own- 
ership, toe better'." 


Jiang stamps authority on China’s army 


BEUING (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Jiang Zefriin moved to 
stamp his authority on Chi- 
na's military, machine, by 
promising to! cut 500.000 
troops by the end of the 
decade. 

At toe opening of the 15th 
party congress Friday, Mr. 
Jiang announced that one in 
six of the three million 
strong army would have to 
go over the next three years. 

Top generals later swore 
loyalty, according to state 
media, but the party secre- 
tary general’s move has 
caused disquiet amidst toe 
ranks of veteran military 
leaders. Western diplomatic 


sources said. 

The generals fear the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) will become domi- 
nated by one man, and a 
civilian at that, the sources 
said. 

“Practice has proved that 
Jiang Zemin has been a 
loyal, reliable and promis- 
ing successor to the cause of 
building socialism with 
Chinese characteristics ini- 
tiated by Deng Xiaoping- 
said Zhang Wannian, one of 
the four vice-presidents of 
the central military com- 
mission. 

Another army veteran, 
General Zhang Zhen, 83^ 


who is due to retire, called 
on toe army to “dedicate 
heart and soul” to the par- 
ty's central committee and 
Mr. Jiang. 

Unlike Deng, who com- 
manded respect within the 
military campaigns, Mr. 
Jiang has never served as a 
soldier, and remains acutely 
aware of the need to win toe 
powerful military over to 
his side. 

But some analysts say Mr 
Jiang’s growing grip on the 
PLA has been accompanied 
by a loss of militarv influ- 
ence within the Communist 
Party. 
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Cbechen 
Mikha- 
il senes 


GROZNY (R ) — 
President Aslan 
dov, in the latest o: 
of affronts to Moscjow, dec- 
orated rebel guerrillas Sa- 
turday who had taken part 
in a bloody hostage raid on 
toe Russian town of Bu- 
dennovsk in 1995.' 

Despite heated rhetoric 
between the two sides, 
however. Russian and Che- 
chen negotiators agreed to 
draw up key political ac- 
cords laying down future 
relations. 1 

Russian news agencies 
quoted the heads .of both 
delegations at talks in the 
Black Sea resort of Dago- 
mys saying they would 
begin preparing a basic 
treaty as well as economic 
and defence pacts in 10 
days time. Talks Mil con- 
tinue Sunday. \ 

Five hundred kilometres 
away in the Chechen capi- 
tal, Grozny, Mr. Maskha- 
dov was recalling toe 1994- 
96 war against Russia. 

“I want to sing the prais- 
es of toe act of heroism 
performed by Shamil Basa- 
yev’s battalion." lytr. Mas- 
khadov told a rally. 

Mr. Basayev ; became 
Russia’s public enemy 
number one after! toe raid 
but is a hero to his people 
who believe toe daring 
exploit in June 1995, by 
forcing Moscow to agree a 
ceasefire, stopped toe Rus- 
sian advance at a time Che- 
chen forces were iat a low 
ebb. 

Altogether 115 of Mr. 
Basayev’s fighters, who 
raided Budennovsk and 
held nearly 1,000 hostages 
at a hospital, were awarded 
Chechenya’s highest order 
of merit, “Hero of toe 
Nation." 

More than 130 civilians 
were killed in six days of 
fighting, many from Rus- 
sian fire, before Mr. Basa- 
yev released toe hostages 
in return for a promise of 
peace talks from toe Rus- 
sian government. { 

“This raid changed toe 
course of war,” added Mr. 
Maskhadov, who; led the 
separatist forces during toe 
21 -month war against Rus- 
sian troops. It finally ended 
in a peace deal in August 
1996 after Mr. {Maskha- 
dov’s forces had! dramati- 
cally retaken Grozny. 

Mr. Maskhadov, viewed as 
a relative moderate by toe 
Kremlin, beat the. hardline 
Muslim fighter, Mr. Basayev 
in a presidential election in 
January after Moscow bad 
withdrawn its troops. 

But despite an agreement 
to put off toe painful issue 
of Cheche'nya’s political 
status until 2001, relations 
have remained tense and 
have become particularly 
raw in the past week. 

Mr. Basayev said Satur- 
day he was ready to take to 
arms again to defend Che- 
chenya if needed. 

Chechens view i their re- 
gion as fully independent 
and believe that the peace 
deal simply gave [Moscow 
five years to find a free- 
saving way to acknowledge 
toe fact. 

Despite having jno effec- 
tive control "over tbe re- 
gion, Moscow insists Cbe- 
chenya is still part of tbe 
Russian federation ■ and 
hopes to find waVs to keep 
it from finally seceding- 
Mr. Maskhadovl and Mr 
Yeltsin announced tbeir 
confidence in finding a 
compromise a month ag°- 
but since then mutual mud- 
slinging has resigned .oyer 
issues from kidnapping 
gangs and public eixecunoitf 
in Chechenya to q lucfllfr 
oil pipeline through 
region. 

Both sets of 
however, seemed 
rained to soothe teflS® 
after Mr. Maskbaifov’s#*' 
president threatened ^ 
week to shoot 
ers for genocide duiipg^ 
war — a remark ;M1 * 
khadov’s spokesman $ 
to apologise for FrjdaT 
Chief Russian rjegr 
Ivan Rybkin was g 
Russian news 
mg both sides 
harsh words wete 
mg to the peace 
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Taiwanese 
mogul paints 
picture of 
Chinese 
confederation 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A top 
Taiwanese industrialist 
called for the establishment 
of a Chinese confederation 
composed of Taiwan, China 
and Hong Kong to bury the 
bitter feud between Beijing 
and Taipei, a news report 
said Sunday. 

Formosa Plastics Group 
chairman Y.C. Wang made 
the appeal one year after 
Taiwan's nationalist gov- 
ernment altered its invest- 
ment policy towards China 
and told local businessmen 
to put their money else- 
where. 

Mr. Wang told the Taiwan 
Daily News Saturday that 
Taiwan and China are like 
brothers from the same 
family who are organising 
their own families. 

He said the vast diffe- 
rences between the two 
sides in all aspects made 
their immediate integration 
impossible. 

In the article titled "For- 
mation of Confederation Is 
a Way Out of the Strained 
Ties Between Taiwan and 
China,” Mr. Wang empha- 
sised that people from the 
two sides of the straits were 
ail Chinese and their gov- 
ernments agree there is 
only one China. 

The nationalist govern- 
ment which ruled the island 
after its troops were defeat- 
ed by the Chinese Coro mu- . 
nist forces in 1949 said it 
also wanted to reunite with 
mainland China but not on 
Beijing's terms. 

Taiwan's leaders have 
rejected the "one country, 
two systems" mechanism 
Beijing now uses to rule 
Hong Kong for 50 years. 

Mr. Wang said the com- 
promise proposal — setting 
up a cotifederation grouping 
Taiwan. Hong Kong and 
mainland China — would 
keep their cultural Jinks 
while allowing them to coo- 
perate and compete peace- 
fully into the next century. 

“All the mistrusts today 
would accordingly be elim- 
inated ... and the greai 
dream of the Chinese epoch 
could be fulfilled." Mr. 
Wane said. 

Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui. apparently irked 
by Beijing's sustained ef- 
forts to squeeze the island's 
international space, asked 
government authorities last 
year to make a careful re- 
view of the island’s invest- 
ment policy vis-a-vis rival 
China. 

The cross-strait ties which 
improved in the late 19S0s 
plunged to new low after 
Mr. Lee paid a landmark 
visit to the United States in 
mid- J 995. 

The U.S. trip, which 
Beijing alleged was part of 
Mr. Lee's plans to formally 
split Taiwan from the moth- 
erland, led to China's con- 
ducting six rounds of war 
games and missile tests near 
Taiwan. 

In line with Taipei's tight- 
ened control over invest- 
ment in China. Formosa 
Plastics. Taiwan's largest 
manufacturing company, 
scrapped S3 billion thermal 
power plant project in 
Zhangzhou city in the 
southeastern Chinese pro- 
vince of Fujian. 

Food industry giant Pre- 
sident Enterprises Group 
followed suit and cancelled 
a 100 million dollar project 
in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan. 

Other local businesses 
however have ignored Mr. 
Lee's appeal intended to 
prevent Taiwan from beco- 
ming an economic hostage 
to China in case ol conflict. 
Taiwanese enterprises as a 

whole pumped S772 mil- 
lion into China for the first 
seven months of this year, 
down only 1 .9 per cent from 
a year ago. 

Taiwan's official statistics 
indicated the island had 
invested 11,000 projects in 
China worth more than $? 
billion since Beijing 
opened its doors to foreign 
investments in the 19S0’s. 

Chinese tallies, however, 
showed 35,000 Taiwanese 
businesses in China pulling 
in a combined interest of 
Si 6.6 billion. 




Afghan Taleban forced to retreat, 
bringing relief to Mazar-e-Sharif 
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Taiwanese firemen battle with the blaze caused by a gas explosion that killed four peo- 
ple and injured 24 others in the southern city of Kaohsiung. Doctors said the death 
toll might rise since a number of the injured were badly burnt. Police said the explo- 
sion happened when the state-rnn Chinese Petroleum Corp. was replacing a pipeline 
(Reuter photo) 

Taiwan orders probe into gas blast 


KABUL (AP) — Forces of 
the Taleban religious army 
retreated from the opposi- 
tion stronghold of Mazar-e- 
Sharif after five days of 
fighting and looting that left 
the city battered, the opposi- 
tion and aid workers said 
Saturday. 

Shops opened their doors 
and people returned to the 
streets of the city, the largest 
in northern Afghanistan and 
the headquarters of an 
opposition alliance fighting 
the Taleban. Power was 
restored for the first time in 
four days, residents said. 

“Today is quiet and the 
city is peaceful,” Younis 
Qanuni, a senior leader of 
the alliance, said by tele- 
phone. “The rockets are too 
far away and the front line is 
more distant." 

The Taleban, which con- 
trol the southern two-thirds 
of Afghanistan and Kabul, 
captured the airport and the 
outskirts of tbe city in fierce 
fighting Tuesday, but were 
gradually driven back. 

The fall of the city would 
have delivered most of the 
country to the Thleban. 
which have imposed a strict 
brand of Islam that has halt- 
ed endemic corruption in 
many regions but has barred 
most women from working 
and deprived girls of even 
basic education. 


Accounts by the opposi- 
tion and aid workers put the 
front line no closer than 30 
kilometres from the city. 
Saturday was the first day 
shelling could not be heard 
inside Mazar-e-Sharif. 

But Amir Khan Muttaqi, a 
Taleban spokesman, said 
Saturday that fighting was 
still near the airport, about 
15 kilometres from the city, 
and that no change had 
occurred in the front 

In a surprising twist, the 
warlord who once ruled Ma- 
zar-e-Sharif returned from 
exile, making his first appea- 
rance in the city Saturday. 
He visited a famous M uslim 
shrine, where people were 
seen throwing money at him 
in a traditional gesture of 
celebration. 

Gen. Rashid Dostum was 
ousted by one of his lieu- 
tenants in May, opening the 
way for the Taleban to enter 
the city. They were drived 
out just two days later in a 
retreat that cost them hun- 
dreds of men. but Gen. 
Dostum chose to remain 
abroad in Turkey. 

As the city’s strongman, 
Gen. Dostum had gained 
popularity for bringing sta- 
bility to Mazar-e-Sharif. 
which prospered for years 
white the rest of 
Afghanistan was torn apart 
by fighting. That stability 


contrasted with the looting 
that went on Iasr week by 
renegade soldiers who 
seized on the chaos to ran- 
sack homes and aid offices, 
carrying off computers, 
phones and ftimiture. 

In Kabul, opposition for- 
ces fired a rocket into a field 
near the airport, killing a 
10-year-old girl and wound- 
ing at least two women. 

The explosion threw up 
dirt and shattered windows 
of mud huts. Ambulances 
raced through the dirt roads 
of tbe neighbourhood, 
where only a day earlier a 
rocket killed another per- 
son. 

Meanwhile, Taleban Sa- 
turday issued a harsh warn- 
ing to neighbouring Taji- 
kistan, accusing it of allow- 
ing attacking opposition jets 
to fly from die Tajik bases. 

Threatening “dangerous 
consequences" for their 
Central Asian neighbour, 
the Taleban also demanded 
the return of jets reportedly 
evacuated from embattled 
northern Afghanistan to a 
supply base in southern 
Tajikistan. 

“We seriously warn the 
Dushanbe government to 
stop playing with the fire 
kindled in Afghanistan by 
Iranians and Russians." an 
official statement said. 

The statement signalled a 


major downturn in relations 
wiih Tajikistan, which along 
with Russia, France. Iran 
and India is accused of ba- 
cking the anti-Taleban al- 
liance in Afghanistan which 
includes ethnic Tajiks. 

“To play with this fire will 
have dangerous conse- 
quences for which the 
Dushanbe rulers will be 
responsible." the hardline 
Muslim militia statement 
said. 

However it gave no de- 
tail on what consequences, 
if any, the Tajikistan gov- 
ernment — which strongly 
denies the charges — is fac- 
ing] 

The Taleban claim the 
anti-Taleban alliance has 
been given the use of a an 
air base in Kolyab, southern 
Tajikistan, to help supply 
their northern Afghan fight- 
ers. 

Senior officials within the 
puritanical and ethnic-Pash- 
tun, militia say the evidence 
comes from opposition pi- 
lots} who defected to airbases 
in i the Taleban-held two- 
thirds of Afghanistan when 
they were told to evacuate. 

“Recording to the ac- 
counts of three defecting 
pilots, five other planes went 
to Kolyab and are active in 
bombing tbe positions of the 
Islamic army since," the 
statement alleged. 


Norway premier predicts election win despite polls 


TAIPEI (R) — Authorities 
Sunday ordered a speedy 
probe into the cause of one 
of Taiwan's worst gas ex- 
plosions. which killed four 
people and injured dozens. 

An underground gas pipe- 
line owned by state oil mo- 
nopoly Chinese Petroleum 
in the southern city of 
Kaohsiung exploded and 
burst into flames Saturday. 

“Premier Vincent Siew 
demanded a speedy investi- 
gation into the cause of the 
blast and to find out who 
was to blame in the acci- 
dent," a prosecutor told state 
television in Kaohsiung. 

On Sunday, five of the 24 
injured were in critical con- 
dition. The casualties inc- 
luded workers, local resi- 
dents and firefighters. 

Fierce flames lasted for 
more than 12 hours until all 
the leaked gas burned, po- 
lice said. The fire destroyed 


at least 20 buildings and 90 
vehicles, and killed three 
people on the spot. 

“One more person died in 
the hospital earlier Sunday, 
bringing the death toll to 
four." a physician at the 
Kaohsiung Medical College 
Hospital told Reuters by 
telephone. 

“Conditions of five others 
who had more than 90 per 
cent of their bodies burnt 
are very' critical." he added. 

Physicians said they ex- 
pected the death toll to rise 
because several people were 
seriously burnt. 

A statement by the 
Economics Ministry,’ which 
oversees state enterprises, 
said the explosion occurred 
after workers accidentally 
broke the liquefied petrole- 
um gas pipeline while try- 
ing to move it to another 
place. 

Several firemen told the 


local United Daily News 
that two motorcyclists 
ignored police warnings and 
broke into the area, which 
police had sealed off after 
the leak occurred. They said 
sparks from the motorcycle 
en-gines ignited the gas. 
triggering the explosion. 

Prosecutors said they 
would investigate the case. 

Chinese Petroleum Chair- 
man Lee Shu-Jeou Sunday 
apologised for the mishap 
and said his company would 
do all it could to help the in- 
jured and the families of the 
victims. 

Chinese petroleum has 
had several gas explosions, 
fires and oil leaks on land 
and offshore since 1996, 
costing the company mil- 
lions of dollars in compen- 
sation and forcing its presi- 
dent to resign. 


Poll: Queen harmed by Diana’s death 
o?a^ N d^h ^ Blair reacts to royal 
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LONDON i R » — Princess 
Diana's death has raised 
calls for Queen Elizabeth to 
step down from the throne, 
with 70 per cent of Britons 
in a new opinion poll saying 
she is out of touch w ith her 
people. 

In the Nop poll for the 
Sunday Times newspaper, 
42 per cenl said the queen 
should end her reign now 
and 30 per cent said she 
should step down in three 
years lime when she is 75. 

Only 3 1 per cent of those 
polled said heir to the throne. 
Prince Charles. Diana's for- 
mer husband, should suc- 
ceed his mother, while 60 
per cent wanted 15\vear-old 
Prince William, their eldest 
son. to become the next 
king. 

The royal family, and the 
queen in particular, came 
under severe public criticism 
in the week after Diana's 
death in a car crash in Paris 
for locking themselves away 
from public view at their 
Balmoral estate in Scotland. 

This was widely interpret- 
ed as callous aloofness and a 
disregard for the torrent of 
grief that swept the nation. 

The royals also suffered a 
damaging attack from 

Diana's brother. Earl 

Spencer, at her funeral when 
he said she did not need 
royal titles "to continue to 
generate her particular brand 
of magic. " 

This” was seen as a bitter 
reference to the fact that 
Diana lost the title "Her 
royal highness" when she 
And Prince Charles divorced 
last year. 

Fifty -lour per cent in the 
poll said they thought it was 
wrong to have snipped 
Diana of the title. Thirty per 
cent said their support for 
the British monarchy had 


family funding reports 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister Tcmy Blair’s office 
Saturday dismissed as “invention and speculation" reports 
that he favours ending public financing of the royal family. 

The Sunday Telegraph and the Observer newspapers said 
Mr. Blair was considering cancelling “civil list” payments to 
the royal family as part of a package of reforms intended to 
modernise the monarchy 'and restore its popularity. 

Queen Elizabeth and her immediate relatives receive “civil 
list" and other subsidies from the taxpayer worth around £50 
million ($80 million) a year. 

A spokesman for Mr. Blair called the reports “a mixture of 
invention and speculation." 

An opinion poll in the Sunday Times newspaper conduct- 
ed this week found 72 per cent of those surveyed considered 
the queen out of touch with the people, while 53 per cent 
thought she should step down from the throne within tbe 
next three years. The queen will be 75 in the year 2000. 


declined following Diana's 
death. 

A poll in the Sud tabloid 
newspaper last week said 73 
per cent of those surveyed 
still supported the royal fam- 
ily. although 39 per cent said 
they fell less favourable 
towards it since Diana died. 

Meanwhile, shops in 
Britain sold out of Elton 
John's tribute song for 
Princess Diana. "Candle in 
the wind". Saturday just 
hours after it went on sale. 

Music industry sources 
expect the singer's reworked 
version of his 1970s tribute 
to Marilyn Monroe, which 
he sang at the Princess of 
Wales* funeral in London 
last Saturday, to raise £10 
million for her memorial 
fund. 

A government committee 
is studying ideas for a per- 
manent tribute for Diana, 
who died in a high-speed car 
crash in Paris two weeks 
ago. 

British record store man- 
agers said the record is the 


fastest-selling they can 
remember and expect it to 
hit the top of the charts and 
stay there possibly until 
Christmas. 

Some 250,000 copies had 
been produced for 
Saturday's launch, but a mil- 
lion more are being readied 
for sale next week. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Virgin Megastore in London 
said all the 1.680 copies of 
that it had received had gone 
within hours. 

A spokesman for the HMV 
store in Manchester, north- 
ern England, said everything 
had gone. “It was really 
busy, very big queues/’ he 
said- 

Some stores tried to limit 
customers to just a few 
copies each, but others 
imposed no limits and some 
customers left stores with 
scores of the single. 

Britain's Labour govern- 
ment has promised to forego 
tax on sales of the song so 
that all the proceeds will go 
to the fund. 


OSLO (R) — Prime Minister Thorbjoem Jagland predicted 
Sarurday his Labour Party would keep power in Monday’s 
election despite unfavourable polls after a campaign fo- 
cused on how far to save or spend Norway's vast (til wealth. 

“I believe in victory,” Mr. Jagland told about 500 sup- 
porters in Oslo as parties ended campaigning with a blitz of 
rallies before a vote in which the opposition far-right 
progress party is likely to make the biggest gains. 

The latest opinion polls showed support for Labour, in 
power for 10 of the past 1 1 years, stuck just below 36.9 per 
cent, the amount it won in 1993 at the last vote and the min- 
imum Mr. Jagland says the government needs to stay on. 

A survey for Norway’s TV2 television put Labour on 35.7 
per cent, while public NRK Television showed it on 34.0 
per cent. Labour would still be the biggest party in parlia- 
ment with more than 'double the percentage of any chal- 
lenger. 

“We are prepared to stay only if we get renewed confi- 
dence," Mr. Jagland said, ending a campaign that critics say 
appealed more to voters’ wallets than to their hearts or 


minds. 

Even so. analysts say in-fighting among opposition par- 
ties may well propel the minority Labour government back 
to power, even if it falls short of its 36.9 per cent target and 
briefly stands down. 

“With no stable coalition I think the most likely is that the 
Labour Party will be invited to continue with a minority 
government tike we have today," said Frank Aarebrot, a 
political scientist at the University of Bergen. 

Mr. Jagland said Labour's policies were best to safeguard 
a welfare state for both young and old, rejecting Progress 
Party charges that the policy of setting aside some of 
Norway’s North Sea oil revenues for the future was bad for 
the elderly. 

“Labour only cares about today’s generations. We say 
‘no’. Let's use some of the money ro guarantee those who 
built up this country a worthy old age," sad Progress Party 
leader Carl I Hagen. 

Mr. Hagen’s party is likely to get around 15 per cent of 
the vote, up from 6.3 per cent in 1993. 


PRIZES FOR YOUNG 

JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 

"^Trying Is 'Winning" 

Working toward enhancing scientific manpower in Jordan, prizes for 
young scientists are now granted for Jordanians by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS). Submission for these prizes is open till July 1998. 

The prize is awarded every year rotating in one of four fields of pure 
science namely. Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics , and 
Physics. 

Young Jordanian scientists are now invited to apply for the TWAS 
PR IZE which amounts to $2,000. 

So, if you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age not exceeding 
40 years, we will be glad to receive your contribution to any of- the four 
fields specified. We are ready to provide you with any additional 
information about the rules and mechanism of submission. 

Interested applicants are kindly requested to contact Mrs. Majd 
Khayyat Talhouni at the following address: 

The TWAS Unit 

Royal Scientific Society 

P.O.BoxI438 

Amman- Jordan 

Fax: 844806 

TeL : 844701 

Telex: 21276 RAMAH JO 
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Way to succeed 


AFTER ALL is said and done about the visit of 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to sev- 
eral Middle Eastern capitals in a bid to revive the 
stalled peace process, the central issue remains 
that of whether Israel, under Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, should be allowed to get 
away with its plan to bury the Oslo accords under 
one pretext or another. The widow of the late 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin may have 
posed the ultimate question when she asked 
whether Netanyahu’s policies were in the same 
league as those of the forces who assassinated her 
husband, for no other reason than negotiating 
and supporting the Oslo agreements. This is the 
root of the crisis that has managed to derail the 
peace effort 

Although Netanyahu has publicly committed 
himself to keeping the agreements with . the 
Palestinians, he could argue, as he in fact did on a 
number of occasions, that he was elected mainly 
to amend drastically those accords or even deal 
them a deadly blow. 

Throughout his 15 months in office Netanyahu 
has worked to bury the accords because they 
envisaged the handover by Israel to the 
Palestinians of the bulk of the territory of the 
West Bank and Gaza before a final settlement was 
agreed on “final status” issues. Thus, the all 
important dispute over the “land” should have 
been settled ahead of Jerusalem, refugees, bor- 
ders and Jewish settlements. Indeed, If Oslo had 
been implemented on schedule and honestly, final 
status negotiations would have involved a viable 
Palestinian entity and Israel. In possession of 
their homeland and state-to-be, the Palestinians 
would have been in a strong position to achieve 
reasonable compromises on the “final status” 
issues. But today the Palestinians are in a very 
weak position because they possess only 60 per 
cent of Gaza and three per cent of the West Bank. 
Netanyahu has made it abundantly clear he is not 
prepared to compromise on any of the “final sta- 
tus” issues. He has destroyed the unequal part- 
nership between the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel and replaced it with Israeli 
dictates. 

By burying the Oslo .accords the Israeli prime 
minister has made of the ‘land” another, in fact 
the central, final status issue and has doomed to 
failure negotiations between the Palestinians and 
Israel. This is where the U.S. has to intervene if 
the peace process is to be saved from total col- 
lapse. The issue for President Clinton and 
Secretary of State Albright is whether to allow the 
Israeli government to get away with what it wants 
and leave us in ruins after that 

We took heart from what we heard from 
Albright last night at her joint press conference 
with His Majesty King Hussein, that she 
impressed upon the Israeli prime minister the 
need not to undertake unilateral acts that under- 
mine the peace process. But, as she herself point- 
ed out, greater steps need to be taken before we 
can hope for real success. Much work lies ahead, 
and we hope the secretary of state’s just-ended 
mission in the region will be a new beginning for 
that major task. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ISRAELI government has rejected U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright's suggestion to freeze the 
Jewish settlement programmes in the occupied 
Palestinian lands in exchange for stopping violence, 
said Mahmoud Riraawi, a writer for A1 Ra’i. Although 
Ms. Albright was very careful in wording her state- 
ments and never contemplated the idea of condemning 
the settlements. Benyamin Netanyahu was prompt to 
reject the notion, thus reaffirming Israel's determina- 
tion to pursue work on the Jabal Abu Ghneim’s settle- 
ment which has been the root cause for the violence in 
the occupied Palestinian lands for the last few months, 
said the writer. The U.S. secretary has come to the 
region, like all other U.S. officials who had visited the 
Middle East over the past four years, carrying messages 
al love and support for Israel and its programmes and a 
blessings of its continued occupation of Arab territo- 
ries. the writer pointed out. He said the Arabs wished 
that the U.S. secretary would project Washington as a 
fair peace broker and sponsor of the peace process, but 
it turned out that she showed her country only os an 
accomplice to Israel's continued occupation of Arab 
lands. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour said that the Western 
nations which have been donating funds to UNRWA to 
enable it to finance its services to the Palestinian 
refugees seem to be determined to wreck the agency 
now for political reasons. Yasser Zaatreh said that the 
refugee camps and the agency’s services stand out as a 
symbol for the continuation of the Palestinian problem 
which the Western nations seem determined to liqui- 
date. The writer criticised UNRWA’s Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen for demanding that the wealthy 
oil-producing Arab states replace the Western donor 
nations in providing the funds to UNRWA, saying that 
die refugees problem was created through a U.N. reso- 
lution on the creation of Israel that caused the displace- 
ment of the Palestinian people. By liquidating the 
Palestinian refugee problem, he said, countries that 
support Israel hope to make the world community for- 
get about the Palestine problem and shift the burden for 
their survival on the Arab countries, including those 
that have been hosting the refugees for five decades. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


‘Greater participation of women 
in the economy is a necessity’ 


FOR EVERY 105 women with education beyond high 
school in Jordan there are 100 men; in other words, when 
it comes to higher education, women are the more 
endowed group. In 1990, women made up 49 per cent of 
the population of Jordan, but their representation in the 
labour force was only 13.4 per cent. (This is not unique to 
Jordan. Arab states have the lowest labour market partic- 
ipation rates for women in the world). The unemployment 
rate for Jordanian women (34.2 per cent) in 1990 was 
more than double that for men (14 per cent) in the same 
year. The wages of Jordanian men were on average 20 per 
cent higher than the wages of women in 1990. The gap 
could have been larger had it not been for Jordan’s large 
public sector which employs 75 per cent of the nation’s 
employees, 54 per cent of the woman workforce, and, at 
least legally, does not discriminate between women and 
men when it comes to wages. 

One area where women are overrepresented is the ser- 
vices sector — including government, social and private 
services — where in 1990, they made up 80 per cent of 
the total labour force employed in this sector. Education 
and health are also big employers of women, while top 
management positions go to men — only 1.1 per cent of 
managers are women. Chauvinism and having to do 
housework after outside-the-home work take their toll on 
women in this regard. 

It seems that women are not being given a fair chance. 
But the cause of the economic disparities in Jordan, as 
elsewhere, must lie with men because after the industrial 
revolution (and having absconded from several profes- 
sions traditionally held by women, such as hairdressing, 
sewing, cooking, making fruit preserves and jams, etc.) 
they proceeded to tell women which professions they 
should or should not take. 

Furthermore, there are many examples of how men con- 
cocted methods and schemes to maintain control over 
women. In China, in the old days, a horrid custom of foot 


binding was introduced to ensure that women's feet 
become incapable of allowing them to run away or walk 
long distances, and women were told that such a practice 
was aimed at beautifying their feet by making them small. 
In Japan, women fared better, but a device was invented 
nevertheless to incapacitate their stride and their ability to 
run away. High heals were worn to, again, “enhance their 
beauty.” And again the women’s means of escape were 
destroyed- In Europe, a man would open the door foij his 
female companion, not out of some great code of chival- 
ry, as people thought, but to ensure that she would not[run 
away if the man were to go first in the building. 
Throughout history, tyrants did not like to let go of their 
control; in the case of men. they devised mechanisms that 
later became acceptable, even highly praised social 
norms. j 

How did men maintain this dominance? Muscle pojver, 
which they possessed in abundance relative to women, 
was basically the way, but its significance has decreased 
as machine replaced man as a more efficient mode of pro- 
duction. 

Women, on the other hand, continue to suffer because 
the rational thing for men, if they want to keep their con- 
trol over women. Is not to let go of their leadership and 
dominance. However, more and more men are having to 
forego this dominance, especially in advanced societies, 
as economic activities become directed at services and not 
manufacturing. Technology, which stole many of the pro- 
ductive roles of women, is giving back to women what 
was stolen: economic independence. 

Women’s talent must come to play in Jordan if the econ- 
omy is to move confidently into the next century. The 
labour market needs a workforce that has been trained in 
the services sector; Jordanian women have a comparative 
advantage. Greater participation of women in the econo- 
my is Dot an ethical requirement but an economic neces- 
sity which Jordan cannot afford to forego. 


Scotland : the ‘ Quebec syndrome ’ ? 


By G wynne Dyer 


YES, IT is high time for 
Scotland to have a parlia- 
ment of its own, after 290 
years of being governed 
from London. Yes, it 
would do little harm if 
this turned out to be the 
first step on the road to 
Scottish independence 
from Britain, as the lead- 
ers of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) 
confidently predict. But 
they are probably being 
over-confident — and 
that is the problem. 

The “yes, yes” vote in 
Scotland last Thursday 
lyes to a separate 
Scottish parliament in 
Edinburgh, yes to giving 
it fund-raising powers) 
was a convincing demon- 
stration of Scotland’s 
will to be different 
Three-quarters of the 
voters backed the new 
parliament, and almost 
two-thirds of them were 
even willing to take the 
risk that it might raise 
their taxes. 

In both the “yes” and 
the “no” camps, many 
suspected that this might 
indeed be Scotland's first 
step out of the United 
Kingdom. Tam Dalyell, a 
Labour MP who rebelled 
against his party’s pro- 
devolution policy, 
warned that the vote was 
“the beginning of a 
motorway without exit to 
a separate Scottish state.” 

SNP leader Alex 
S almond agreed. “We 
will shortly begin work 
on our manifesto (for the 
1999 election that will 
choose the first Scottish 
parliament), but I can say 
right now that its centre- 
piece will be the pursuit 
of an independent 
Scotland. 1 have no doubt 
that we will achieve that 
aim within my own life- 
time.” 

Well, so what? 
Scotland, with just over 5 
million people, falls into 
the same population 
bracket as other northern 
European nations that are 
already independent; 
Denmark, Norway and 
Finland. 

It is more heavily 
industrialised than any of 
its counterparts (and 
much of the industry is 
modern, high-tech manu- 
facturing for the interna- 
tional market, not its tra- 
ditional coal, steel and 
ship-building). It would 
almost automatically 
become a member of the 
European Union. And it 
has North Sea oil. So if 
independence is what the 
Scots truly want, by all 
means let them have it. 

The problem is that not 
enough Scots do truly 
want it. Even in the 
Margaret Thatcher era. 


when they felt alienated 
and oppressed by a 
Conservative govern- 
ment in London that few 
people in Scotland had 
voted for (only about a 
fifth of Scots vote 
Conservative), the SNP 
never repeated its 1974 
feat of winning almost a 
third of the Scottish vote. 

Very well, then, the 
Scots do not want inde- 
pendence. What is the 
problem with that? If 
they want to stay in 
Britain, nobody is going 
to push them out. It is at 
this point in the argu- 
ment, however, that the 
spectre of Quebec heaves 
above the horizon. 


lessly. Just like the new 
Scotland, 

In the 1960s in Quebec, 
the century-old party con- 
frontation between 

Conservatives and 

Liberals, “blues” and 
“reds”, crumbled. The 
Liberals survived, but the 
newly formed, separatist 
Parti Quebecois emerged 
as their only serious rival. 

Both of Quebec's tradi- 
tional parties bad their 
nationalist wings, but 
their political arguments 
ranged over a wide vari- 
ety of issues. In post-60s 
Quebec, however, there 
was only one real topic of 
debate because of the 
very structure of politics. 


"... hope to see an independent 
Scotland in 2007 ( the 300th 
anniversary of Scotland’s union 
with England) is unlikely to be 
realised, but the vision of indepen- 
dence as a nostrum for all ills may 
come to eclipse more modest arid 
pragmatic policy debates . 


tr 


For thirty years now, 
Quebec’s French-speak- 
ing majority has hesitat- 
ed perpetually on the 
brink of separating from 
the rest of Canada, with- 
out ever getting the nerve 
up to actually do it. 
Meanwhile, the 

province’s politics has 
been permanently fixated 
on that single question, 
while its economy has 
gone down the drain. 

In 1967, the year of the 
“Montreal Expo” world's 
fair, Montreal was still 
Canada's greatest city: 
not just Quebec’s 
metropolis, but the whole 
country's. It was not only 
bigger than the inland 
city of Toronto, but more 
expensive, as befits a 
metropolis: average 

house prices were a quar- 
ter higher in Montreal. 

Thirty years of sepa- 
ratist obsessions later, 
the Toronto metropolitan 
region has at least a mil- 
lion more people than its 
Montreal equivalent, and 
house prices in Toronto 
are twice as high as in 
Montreal. Within the 
next two decades, 
Montreal may even fall 
behind Vancouver, to 
become Canada’s third- 
largest city. 

The main cause of this 
blight is the perpetual 
political uncertainty in 
which Quebec lives. And 
that derives from the fact 
that though most voters 
do not want indepen- 
dence, they are com- 
pelled to debate it end- 


There was also only one 
alternative to the party in 
power. 

Unless the 7 million 
Quebecois wanted to live 
under Liberal govern- 
ments forever, they had to 
elect the separatists once 
in a while. Merely this 
process of legitimate 
democratic rotation of 
power, in a system where 
one of the only two seri- 
ous parties has a national- 
ist bee in its bonnet, has 
condemned Quebec to 
endless sterile debate 
about independence 
amidst relative economic 
decline. 

Is Scotland doomed to 
the same fate? The party 
structure is similar: 
Labour’s only credible 
rival in Scotland is the 
SNP. If Scots do not wish 
to live in a one-party state 
with perpetual Labour 
governments, they will 


have to elect the SNP 
eventually. 

Even before they do, the 
SNP’s status as official 
opposition will focus 
debate endlessly on 
Scotland’s alleged suffer- 
ings within Britain. Alex 
Salmon’s hope to see an 
independent Scotland in 
200/ (the 300th anniver- 
sary of Scotland's union 
with England) is unlikely 
to be realised, but the 
vision of independence as 
a nostrum for aU ills may 
come to eclipse more 
modest and pragmatic 
policy debates. 

Does that mean 
Scotland is also con- 
demned to slow economic 
decline? Perhaps not, for 
the new Scottish politics, 
though similarly obsessed 
with nationalist issues, 
probably will not become 
nasty enough to make 
large numbers of people 
leave. 

Scots are worldly peo- 
ple: it was Scottish engi- 
neers, soldiers and 
administrators who 
turned the English empire 
into that far more sophis- 
ticated thing, the British 
Empire. So most Scottish 
nationalists avoid the eth- 
nic exclusivism that dis- 
figures Quebec national- 
ism and cripples 
Quebec's economy. 

At worst, Scotland may 
now drift off into the 
northern mists, arguing 
inconclusively about 
independence while the 
best and the brightest 
jump ship. At the least, 
Scottish political debate 
will be dominated for a 
generation by nationalist 
resentments that mean lit- 
tle to the rest of the 
world, or even to many 
Scots. 

But at best, the vote in 
Scotland will be the first 
step towards a federal 
Britain where all the 
regions have more free- 
dom to be themselves. 
That is certainly what 
Britain's new Labour 
government intends, but it 
will be quite a feat if it 
pulls it off. 


Human Rights File 


The way out of the 
stand-off on elections 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


THERE IS a civil way of 
ending the stand-off 
between the government 
and the opposition parties 
which have professed 
determination to boycott 
the next parliamentary 
elections unless their 
"conditions,” are met. In 
the absence of a judicial 
review of the issues that 
divide the two sides, the 
parties may seek guidance 
from the international 
jurisprudence on the sub- 
ject of fair and free elec- 
tions. 

The Committee on 
Human Rights which 
monitors the application 
of the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) 
and interprets its provi- 
sions has adopted its 
“general comment” on 
Article 25 of the covenant 
on elections and how they 
may be conducted in 
accordance with it. It goes 
without saying that the 
pronouncements of the 
committee are binding on 
Jordan which signed and 
ratified the ICCPR in the 
late seventies. 

I will reproduce the 
salient parts of the general 
comment of the commit- 
tee bn Article 25, with as 
little comment as passi- 
ble. 

To begin within, the said 
article recognises and pro- 
tects the right of every cit- 
izen to take part in the 
conduct of public affairs, 
toe right to vote and to be 
elected and the right to 
have access to public ser- 
vice. 

No distinctions are per- 
mitted between citizens in 
toe enjoyment of these 
rights on toe grounds of 
race, colour, sex, lan- 
guage, religion, political 
or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, 
birth or other status. 
Distinctions between 
those who are entitled to 
citizenship by birth and 
those who acquire it by 
naturalisation may raise 
questions of compatibility 
with the covenant 
Paragraph eleven of toe 
committee’s ruling could 
be open for conjecture . 
where it states that “states 
must take effective mea- 
sures to ensure that all 
persons entitled to vote 
are able to exercise that 
right” It may be rightly 
asked in this context 
whether toe opposition 
parties’ call for toe boy- 
cott of the upcoming elec- 
tions contravenes this par- 
ticular edict 
The call for boycott by 
large and powerful parties 
contains a certain pressure 
effect on voters and may 
indeed influence electors 
to: refrain from going to 
the polls on election day 
in deference to toe stance 
of these parties regarding 
elections. 

Others may argue that 
toe avowed declaration to 
boycott elections cannot 
be construed as any form 
of duress as to call for a 
governmental interven- 
tion. I suppose the deter- 
mination of this issue 
depends in the final analy- 
sis on toe exact formula- 
tion adopted by toe oppo- 
sition parties to talk 
potential voters into not 
casting their votes. . 

It is stated in Paragraph 
12 of the ruling of the 
committee on the conduct 
of elections that freedom 
of expression, assembly 


and association are essen- 
tial conditions for the 
effective exercise of the 
right to vote. Is the call for 
a national boycott of elec- 
tions. though, an exercise 
of the freedom of expres- 
sion? Again the answer 
could be both yes and no, 
depending on toe overall 
tone of toe boycott call. 

It is unfortunate that the 
committee in question did 
not debate toe boycott 
issue per se. It would be 
interesting to raise this 
issue before toe commit- 
tee at a later stage through 
direct intervention of 
Jordan. The Jordanian 
Missions to toe U.N. in 
New York or Geneva can 
address this inquiry to the 
committee when it con- 
venes again in October of 
this year. 

Equally vexing is the 
issue of supervising elec- 
tions. As per Paragraph 20 
of the committee’s inter- 
pretation of Article 25 on 
elections, an independent 
electoral authority should 
be established to super- 
vise the electoral process. 
Access to the judiciary is 
a complementary path, 
should a controversy or 
conflict rise. What consti- 
tutes an independent 
authority, though, remains 
to be spelled out. It would 
be safe, however, to con- 
clude that any such body 
must not belong to either 
toe judicial or toe execu- 
tive branches. 

Paragraph 21 makes 
interesting reading where 
it stipulates that “the 
principle of one-person, 
one-vote must apply and, 
within toe framework of 
each state's electoral sys- 
tem, the vote of one elec- 
tor should be equal to toe 
vote of toe other.” The rul- 
ing goes on to state that 
“the drawing of electoral 
boundaries - and toe 
method of allocating 
votes should not distort 
the distribution of voters 
or discriminate against 
any group and should not 
exclude or restrict unrea- 
sonably the right of citi- 
zen to choose their repre- 
sentatives freely." 

Implicit in this construc- 
tion of the one-man, one- 
vote criterion is the princi- 
ple of proportional repre- 
sentation which must be 
religiously protected in 
order to assure equal vot- 
ing powers. But toe prohi- 
bition against discrimina- 
tion against any group 
(ethnic, religious, etc.) 
makes one wonder what 
really is the intent of the 
committee when it calles 
for proportional represen- 
tation on toe basis of the 
one-man, one-vote criteri- 
on and, in toe same 
breath, prohibits “dis- 
crimination against any 
group” 

Of course the govern- 
ment can submit a request 
for additional clarification 
from toe committee on the 
points where there is per- 
sistent disagreement. As I 
mentioned earlier, this 
would be the “civil" way 
to go about resolving the 
stand-off between govern- 
ment and the opposition. 
Better still, the High 
Court of Justice can be 
petitioned to make such 
rulings, but any judge- 
ment by our domestic 
high court must be ren- 
dered in conformity with 
toe jurisprudence of the ' 
international body that 
was established to inter- 
pret the covenant in ques- 
tion. 


LETTERS 


Kind words deserved 


To the Editor: 


I WOULD like to extend my humble thanks to the Jordan 
Times, and the media in general, for the sympathetic 
treatment of the tragic death of Princess Diana. 

On Sept 9. 1992. the princess became colonel-in-chief 
of the then newly formed Princess of Wales’ Royal 
Regiment, an amalgamation which included my regiment, 
toe Royal Sussex Regiment, which was stationed in 
Aqaba during hostilities with Israel from 1948 to 1950. 

As colonei-in-chief she made several visits to toe regi- 
ment, to Northern Ireland and elsewhere. She was patron 


of many of toe expeditions, such as in Northern Kenya 
and the London to Mexico Rally, which raised a large sum 
tortoe Great Ormond Street Hospital for sick children. 

There "s sadness in the deaths of both her and Jmad 
rayed, for he brought a hint of happiness into her burden- 
which she had so committed to good causes. 
On behalf of toe Princess of Wales' Royal Regimen 1 ’ 1 
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"Let there be no doubt, the United States 
will continue to do all it can to promote peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians and 
throughout the Middle East. We will do so because 
progress towards peace serves our vital interests, 
helps protect our friends, reflects our values 

and because it is right." 

Excerpts from Remarks by U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright i 


National Press Club, Washington, D.C., August 6j 1997. 


Our convictions are clear. Terror- 
ism is evil. It can never be justified. It 
is the instrument of cowards. It kills 
the innocent not by accident, but by 
design. And its design in the Middle 
East is to murder the peace process by 
shredding security and destroying the 
hope for peace. 

We must respond 
to those who have 
declared war on peace 
by waging war 
on terror, 

understanding that forging peace and 
fighting terrorism are not separate 
struggles, but rather two halves of the 
same struggle. We cannot succeed in 
one if we do not prevail in both. The 
path ahead is difficult, but so was the 
journey already made. 

The popular desire for peace is 
durable, resilient and strong. This is 
what extremists and terrorists fear 
most. And this is why, despite the 
bombing this past week, and despite 
threats of further violence, the process 
of peacemaking has survived and will 
continue to survive. 

The question today is 
not whether the Israelis 
and Palestinians will 
reach a mutually 
acceptable agreement, 
but when. - 

/ 

This question of time is an impor- 
tant one. With our help, Israelis and 
Palestinians can move steadily to- 
wards a better future or they can re- 
main bogged down in mutual suspi- 
cion and recriminations. The longer 
decisions are postponed, the more 
conflict and suffering will ensue. 

* 

Let me be clear. There is no moral 
equivalency between suicide bombers 
and bulldozers, between killing inno- 
cent people and building houses. It is 
simply not possible to address politi- 
cal issues seriously in a climate of 
intimidation and terror. 

But the principle of refraining from 
unhelpful unilateral actsris central to 
maintaining mutual confidence. Espe- 
cially as we look ahead to permanent 
status negotiations, it is essential that 


the parties think through how their 
actions will affect the environment for 
those negotiations. 

Both Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers have been consistent in stating 
their commitment to peace. But the 
success of the negotiating process 
requires more. They must reaffirm their 
commitment to partnership and to 
working together to solve problems. 

They must reiterate their under- 
standing that the future of their two 
peoples is not a .zero-sum game in 
which one party will win and the other 
will lose; or in which one will get up 
from the bargaining table with an 
advantage over the other. 

If two people are 
in a boat heading 
for the rapids, 
they should not be 
arguing about how they 
got there,- they 
should be rowing 
together in the 
direction of security 
and shore. 

We seek a just and lasting peace 
achieved through direct negotiations 
based on U.N. Security Council Reso- 
lutions 242 and 338, including the 
principle upon which every Arab- 
Israeli agreement has been built — 
land for peace. We believe that peace 
must be accompanied by real security 
for Israel and her Arab neighbors both 
from external threats and from terror. 

We believe peace must 
be just, lasting and 
comprehensive, 
leading to treaties based 
on normal relations 
and genuine peace 
between peoples, 
including between Israel 
and Syria and Israel 
and Lebanon, and we 
believe that peace must 
address the legitimate 
political rights of the 
Palestinian people. 


Principles, however, cannot pro- 
duce agreements; the hard work of 
negotiation does. And the United States 
has tried through a variety !of ways to 
promote that process. I 

At the same time, the United States 
is not a party to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict We do not assume the same risks 
and responsibilities as parties strug- 
gling with the issues of political iden- 
tity and physical survival. 

As a consequence, we cannot, 
should not, and will not impose solu- 
tions. Nor can we create the political 
will required for Arabs and Israelis to 
make the tough decisions for peace. 
These are their decisions — not ouis. 
But given our indispensable role and 
the trust and confidence we have 
gained, we do have a responsibility 
during good times and bad to work 
with them in the pursuit of peace. In- 
deed, they want us to play this role. 
And we will continue to do so. 

To restore momentum, we have 
to increase confidence on both sides 
about where the negotiating process is 
leading and what the outcome of per- 
manent status talks might be. If the 
parties have a clear, mutual and favor- 
able sense of the ultimate direction of 
negotiation, it will be easier for them 
to overcome setbacks and avoid dis- 
tractions along the way. This will re- 
quire accelerating permanent status 
negotiations. 

Re-energizing 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process 
will not happen 
overnight. 

It will take time. But President 
Clinton and I remain committed to 
doing everything possible to help the 
parties succeed. We will continue to 
play our role as a full partner. 

In this partnership, only the parties 
must make the decisions, but we can 
support them. In this partnership, only 
the parties must conduct the negotia- 
tions, but we can be with them at the 
table. In this partnership, only the par- 
ties must determine the shape of peace, 
but we can work with them to facili- 
tate, protect and broaden that peace. 

No region of the world has seen 
greater suffering or more persistent 


‘•’V 


Center for Middle East Peace & Economic Cooperation 

633 Pennsylvania Avenue NW • Washington, DC 20004 • 001-202-624-0850 • Fax 001-202-624-0855 


conflict than the Middle East No gene- 
ration has a better chance than the cur- 
rent one to replace the downward cycle 
of conflict with an upward ladder of 
opportunity. 

As we approach the new century, 
there are no Cold War divisions fuel- 
ing a regional rivahy. And the way to 
peace — once obscure — has been laid 
out first at Madrid, then more clearly 
at Oslo and in the agreements since. 

For Israelis, that is the promise of 
a bustling economy with Pacific Rim 
potential. It is assurance of a com- 
mon front in the fight against terror, a. 
steady growth in regional cooperation 
and the ability to raise children in 
security and peace. 

For Palestinians, it is the promise 
of an end to decades of strife. It is the 
chance, as full participants in a grow- 
ing regional economy, to use their 
energy and skills to create a future for 
themselves of steadily increasing 
prosperity, dignity and hope. 

And for all the people of the re- 
gion, it is the promise, as President 
Clinton has said, of “building a land 
that is as bountiful and peaceful as it 
is holy,” and of offering to Israelis and 
Palestinians alike the “quiet miracle of 
a normal life.” 

The United States cannot choose 
this -future for Israel or for the Pales- 
tinians. That is their choice and their 
challenge. We do not underestimate 
the difficulties. We are cognizant of 
the dangers. But America was built on 
optimism and bn the faith that the 
future can be made better than the 
past, not only within our own borders 
but within all the borders of the Earth. 

It is in 
that spirit, 
and with that faith, 
that we ask of ourselves 
and of our partners 
a renewed and 
determined effort 
to transform 
from hope to reality 
the elusive dream 
of a 

Middle East peace. 
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Dispute between JEPCO and electricity employees solved 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO) and the 
Association of Workers in 
Electricity Sunday signed 
in the presence of Labour 
Minister Saleh Khasawneh 
an agreement, ending a year 
long dispute over workers 
wages. 

In a statement to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, fol- 
lowing the signing. Dr. 
Khasawneh said the resolu- 
tion of labour disputes by 
negotiations represents a 


positive phenomenon, 
capable of fostering better 
understanding and coopera- 
tion between the various 
parties involved in the pro- 
duction process. 

Dr. Khasawneh noted that 
the company has followed 
up the dispute with com- 
plete neutrality to allow the 
two parties to resolve their 
conflict by negotiations. 

Under the agreement, 
JEPCO agreed to grant a 
monthly increase of JD15 
to the basic salary of classi- 


fied administrative staff 

and workers. The increase 
shall take place with 

retroactive effect as of July 
1, 1997. 

Regarding staff and work- 
ers who have been classi- 
fied later than July 1, the 
new salary increase shall 
apply effective immediately 
following the date they 
were classified. 

The agreement stipulated 
that the annual increment 
range between JD3.5 for 
the lowest grade of the clas- 


sified staff and JD22 for 
those in the special grade. 

Also under the agree- 
ment the daily wages of 
daily paid workers and 
those working under fixed 
term contracts will be 
increased by 500 fils a day 
as of July I . 

The agreement was 
signed by JEPCO's Manag- 


ing Director Izzat Jukhdar 


while it was signed for the 
association by its President 
■ Khalifa A1 Mai'tah. 
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UAEforeign 
debt put at 
$10.84 billion 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAEj 
is saddled with around $ 1 0.84 
billion in foreign debt 
although it is one of the 
world’s leading oil producers, 
an official report showed 
Sunday. 

Nearly $9.8 billion, or 90 
per cent of the total, are in the 
form of short-tom debts, said 
the report by the Kuwait- 
based Inter-Arab Investment 
Guarantee Corporation 
(IAIGC), an affiliate of the 
22-member Arab League. 

The report, published in the 
official UAE daily Al-Bayan, 
said the debt at the end of 
1996 accounted for nearly 
24.S per cent of the Gulf 
country's gross domestic 
product Debt servicing stood 
at $1.08 billion. 

The UAE, a key OPEC 
member, does not publish fig- 
ures on its debt and the report 
did not identify the creditors. 

Bankers, asking not to be 
named, said that most of the 
debts were sought to finance 
arms imports ami 3 persistent 
budget deficit caused by a 
surge in public spending. 

Central Bank figures 
showed the UAE’s 1996 actu- 
al deficit soared to one of its 
highest levels, 17.7 billion 
dirhams ($4.82 billion), 
despite a surge in oil export 
earnings. 

This was due to a sharp 
increase in expenditure to a 
record 71.5 billion dirhams 
($19.48 billion). 

IAIGC said the UAE’s bal- 
ance of payments, a key indi- 
cator of economic health, 
recorded a deficit of around 
$262 million in 19% but the 
trade balance was in a surplus 
of $3.9 billion. 

Direct investment stood at 
□early $135 million, up from 
$120 million in 1995. 

The UAE produces nearly 
2.16 million barrels per day 
of oil under a quota agree- 
ment with the II -nation 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 
Crude and gas sales account 
for more than two-thirds of its 
total income. 
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Bank of Jordan. 


ARAB BANK HOLDS SEMINAR ON ASSET LIABILITY MANAGEMENT 
The importance of understanding the professional asset liability 

approach in future banking activities 






W 





Amman ( Jordan Times ) As part 
of its continuous efforts to address 
developments in the banking 
industry, the Arab Bank has 
organized its final four-day seminar 
this year on Asset Liability 
Management at the Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel. 

The seminar which started on 
September 11th 1997, was presided 
over by Mr. Abdul Majeed 
Shoman/Chairman of the Arab 
Bank, together with his Deputy 
President / Mr. Abdel Hamid 


i 


Shoman and Dr. Farouk 



El -Kharouf/Di rector General of the 
Arab Bank Accountancy Division. 

The seminar was held exclusively 
for Arab Bank regional managers in 
cooperation with the London-based 
Batt & Partners Consulting 
Limited, a specialized top level 
consulting firm which serves 
financial institutions world-wide. 
Thirty-two participants represented 
Arab Bank branches in Austria, 
Italy, Spain, Greece, Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Egypt, U.A.E., Qatar, 


Yemen, Jordan and Palestine. 

This event comes as an integral 
step in accomplishing a 
comprehensive risk management 
system in the Arab Bank Group. 

The preparation started with the 
Bank's main financial centers in 
Singapore, New York, London, 
Manama and Switzerland. Other 
centers spanning 35 countries 
around the world have now joined 
this strategic program which the 
Arab Bank has adopted to face the 
recent challenges in the banking 


industry. 

Mr. Tewfick Ahmad Al-Khalil / 
Senior Executive Vice President 
ended the seminar by emphasizing 
the importance of understanding the 
professional asset liability 
management approach in future 
banking activities. He also, 
elaborated on the Bank’s, 
commitment to provide its clientf 
with a wider range of investmeif 
and treasury products. ■ M 
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Business & Finance 



New Kuwaiti-Iranian steel 
venture seeks financing 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A newly formed Irani an- 
Kuwairi steel venture is assessing offers from banks to help 
finance a steel mill to produce reinforcement bars for the 
construction industry, an official said Sunday. 

United Steel Industrial Company (US1C) is considering 
offers from Kuwaiti and international banks to share in 
financing the S58.5 million plant, a USIC official said, 
without saying which banks were involved. 

USIC is 49 per cent owned by Ascotic, which is based in 
Dusseldorf. Germany, and a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
National Iranian Steel Company, and 5 1 per cent owned by 
private Kuwaiti investors. 

The plant, which will have capacity to produce some 

500.000 tonnes per year (tpy) of steel reinforcement bars, 
or rebars, will be funded with S25 million of equity with 
the balance made up by debt financing. 

The new firm received a commercial licence earlier this 
year. 

“We will stan building next month.” the official, who 
asked not to be named, told AFP. Construction of the plant 
over the next 20 months will be carried out by the Austrian 
firm Voest Alpine IndustrieanJagenbau. 

The plant will mainly target the domestic market where 
the construction industry’s demand for rebars is between 

350.000 and 400,000 tpy. Other consumers in the Gulf are 
expected to take up the extra output. 

“We already have some contracts, offtake agreements, ro 
supply some companies in the north area of Saudi Arabia" 
the official said. 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1997 
By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to LIBRA: (September 23 to 

April 19) There's a lot of October 22) Finish up the 

work, and it has to be done past so you can get on with 

perfectly. Somebody’s the future. Your old prob- 

nagging at you, too. These lems are getting in the way 

are not your favourite cir- of the new project you're 

eumsiances to be in. But trying to stan. Stop argu- 

the other person needs mg. just do iL It's a good 

something you can pro- evening for romance, espe- 

vide. right now. So instead daily with somebody 

of thinking about how dif- you've known for a long- 

ficult it is for you. think of rime, 

how much you'll be appre- SCORPIO: (October 23 

dated. to November 21) It looks 

TAURUS: (April 20 to like your sweetheart and a 

May 20) Be a rock of sta- friend of yours are having 

bility in the whirling cur- a disagreement. You’re in a 

rents of chaos. You need to good position to help them 

be in two places at the solve things peacefully, 

same time. Meanwhile, an You can give them some 

older person is rather loud, really good advice. All you 

and definitely critical. have to do is help them 

Once you figure out what make a decision and you’ll 

this one wants, provide it look like a hero. Go for it! 
quickly. That may solve SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
the problem. mber 22 to December 21) 

GEMINI: (May 21 to The conditions in effect 

June 21 J Everybody wants today are not conducive to 

your time and attention. good concentration. You 

Your only chance is to get may notice you have a real 

organised. If you don’t short attention span. You’re 

know how to do that, get a only one of many who 

Virgo to help. It could be a have this problem. It will 

very frustrating day or a be easy to talk people into 

very exciting one. It doing things, but they may 

depends on your attitude. change their minds later. 

Go for the latter. Just be aware of that and 

MOON CHILDREN: (June you’ll do fine. 

22 to July 21) If you've CAPRICORN: (Decem- 

been meaning to call a new her 22 to January 20) 

friend, do it now. You’re in You'd like to spend a lot 

an expansive phase. Try more time visiting new 

something a little more places and gathering new 

adventurous than usual, ideas. Do that over the next 

Why not leant a foreign couple of days. There's 

language? It’s bound to be still work to be done, of 

helpful in your business course. There's always is, 

and even in your social and there always will be. 

life. And it'll be fun. Don't let it prevent you 

LEO: (July 22 to August from enjoying life! 

21 ) The objective today is AQUARIUS: (January 21 

to make oiher peoples' to February 19) You need 

money become your more education so you can 

money. There are several make more money. Y'ou’re 

different ways you can do not actually interested in 

that. One of them appears money at all. You're inter- 

to involve people in for- ested in education. You 

eign countries. This isn't want to discover things 

easy, but it could be very that nobody else ever 

rewarding. Besides, once thought of. That s good. It 

you learn how. it will be a will make you a lot of 

lot of fun. Your mechanical money, 

skills will come in handy. PISCES: i February 20 to 
VIRGO: (August 22 to March 20 j You need a per- 

September 22) Your focus son in your life who can 

should be on relationships. help you put some of your 

The kind of partner you magnificent ideas into 

need is someone who is action. Unfortunately, the 

widely creative. You are very person who could 

the practical one. What help the most is the one 

vou need is a person who you like the least. Instead 

comes up with absolutely of arguing, relax. Y’ou 

outrageous ideas, could become good 

Romance is an important friends, and a great team, 

factor in your life right 

now. so that might be Birthstone of September: 

involved. ’ Sapphire — Lapis Lazul 




Cabinet to begin debating new 
five-year economic development 
plan early next month 

** THE MINISTRY of Planning has decided to form 19 sec- 
toral committees to formulate the basis of the economic plan 
for the next five years ( 1998-2001 ). The committees, which 
cover various economic sectors, will prepare the necessary 
study that will show the achievements and the problem faced 
by each sector and the means to solve them. These studies 
w ill be a preliminary step for the committees that will sub- 
mit reports to the Higher Committee to prepare the econom- 
ic plan. Planning Minister Rima Khalaf heads the Higher 
Committee which also includes a number of other ministers. 

It is expected that the Council of Ministers will, early next 
month, begin debating the broad framework for the eco- 
nomic development plan; which is to first win the approval 
of the Ministerial Development council. The Council has 
recently discussed the report presented by the Ministry of 
Planning. 

The committees which were formed include the health, 
education, services and environmental sectors, in addition to 
others. The Council of Ministers is expected to approve the 
names of the members of the committees which will, each, 
include a representative from the private sector. These rep- 
resentatives will participate in formulating the requirements j 
of the five year economic development plan. ' 

The economic development plan that is being implement- 
ed will be completed by the end of this year with positive 
results expected to be achieved. 

The new; five year plan aims at continuing efforts to 
achieve more sustainable developments, financial and mon- 
etary stability and elimination of production and pricing 
imbalances, as well as increasing national savings and pro- 
viding the suitable climate for private sector investments. 

The new plan will also aim at achieving a higher level of 
self-sufficiency and self-reliance through narrowing the 
gaps in the general budget and other economic balances. 
Also to be targeted in the new plan are widening production 
base, expanding employment opportunities, developing the 
export sector through higher competitive capability and 
reducing gaps in the standard of living of the population in 
addition to fighting poverty- and meeting the minimum 
requirements and basic needs for all citizens (A1 Aswaq). 


2 FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHEINA 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining room, L~| 
shaped sitting room, deluxe furniture, fully equipped I 
kitchen, separate central heating, telephone is available. , 
Suitable for diplomatic families. 

For more Information, please contact 
Tel.: 5510794 


THE BETTER HALF. 


‘By Glasbergen 


6LAS0WS 


tWkvi'iwnVin « 



“Lately, his butterfly kisses feel 
like moth kisses.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, "to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hariri Arnold and Mika ArgWon 

r imough! That was J 

you qua lastwaak I 


REPIK 


CiWT Tram* lira ferov ut 


SOYUM 


MOPSIE 


ONASAT 


Print answer here : 



WHERE HIS RESO- 
LUTION TO STOP 
USING CIGARETTES 
WENT 


Now arrange the circled letters to . 
form the surprise answer, as sug-l 
gested by the above cartoon. 


| Vaster day's 


(Answers tomorrow’ 

Jumbles; GULCH SLANT UPTOWN OUTLAW 
Answer: His claim of earing 50 hot dogs was this - 
TOUGH TO SWAfcteW 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 15, 1997 


S. Arabia 
reviewing 
tax to lure 
foreign cash 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is studying ways to attract 
foreign investment, including 
a tax revision, to help lure 
financing for new power and 
water projects, its finance 
minister said in remarks pub- 
lished Sunday. 

The Saudi Gazette newspa- 
per quoted Ibrahim Abdul 
Aziz AI Asaf as saying a 
study was being prepared “to 
make die saudi economy 
more attractive to foreign 
investors.” 

“The study provides for 
revision of the taxation sys- 
tem,” it added, without giving 
details. 

‘There is a need for 
increasing the capacity of die 
power and' telecommunica- 
tions. and ihe public utility 
sectors.” Mr. Asaf said, 
adding, “die private sector is 
expected to be the main 
source of the financing.” 

Most foreign capital in 
Saudi Arabia is invested in 
joint ventures with Saudi 
firms. Foreign capita] can be 
invested without Saudi par- 
ticipation, but then it does not 
qualify for a range of incen- 
tives, including tax holidays. 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil producer and 
exporter, is trying to reduce 
government’s dominant role 
and diversify its economy. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Fall short 
5 Eyes 
9 Comparison 
word 

13 Midler or Davis 

14 Origin 

15 If I — 
hammer...* 

16 Lend— (listen) 

17 Woodwind 

18 Footnote abbr, 
IS What the Muses 

do? 

21 SpH 

22 Gas sign 

23 Alphabet 
component 

25 Abate 

29 “Jane — ' 

30 Suits ro — 

31 Pervasive 
quality 

34 In the — (at aS) 
38 Smash inward 

40 Motel 

41 Chou — 

42 — of Troy 

43 Encounter 

45 Set of three 

46 Swdfing 
48 Warm again 
50 Chess piece 
53 Beginning with 

55 Comply 

56 Shared equally 

62 Meadows 

63 Musical James 

64 Farewel 

65 Actress Moore 

66 Hebrew lyre 

67 Reer material 

68 Hades river 

69 Armored vehicle 

70 Shade trees 

DOWN 

1 Bill of (are 

2 Article 

3 Brief attempt 

4 Calm and 
peaceful 

5 Maine college 
town 

6 Redbreast 

7 Blessing 

8 Tough 

9 Frida/ the — 


11 12 13 14 


131 132 133 I H34 


143 I 'I MU 


ISO 159 180 161 


by By Dorothy 0. Martin 


10 Addiction 

11 Take — (throw 
a fight) 

12 Consumerisi 
Ralph 

13 Prohibit 

20 Nevada 

gambling mocca 

24 First name m 
mysteries 

25 Strike with force 

26 Major follower 

27 Close securely 

28 Spmt of — 
(presidential 
plane) 

29 Fish-eating bird . 

32 Ten cents 

33 Billfold Item 

35 Sheltered 

38 Geena Davis 
sitcom 

37 Dye 

39 Organic 
compound 

44 Actor Donahue 

47 Conquer 

49 Remove by 
robbing out 


□□□□ □□HDD □□□□ 
□UQQ □□nHQ □□□□ 
□ODD □□□□□ □□□□ 

Ban □□□ 

□□aaaa □□□□□□□□ 

□HUUlxJ □□□□ □□□] 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□HQ 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
£!□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□a □□□ 

□□□□ beddd □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □ODQD □□□□ 


C 1997 Tr*xm« MM* Santera. He. 
M right! rasarvacL 


50 Common 
' ailments 

51 Red as — 

52 Disreputable 

53 Tlow Gently. 
Sweet—* 

54 Bare 


57 5— girT 

58 Effigy 

59 Staunch 

60 Afternoon 
socials 

61 Bryrmer of The 
King and F 


AMMAN FINANCIAL 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE : 607171 / 607179* 


ORGANIZED 

MARKET SHARE 

PRICE 

LIST FO 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

niv. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

ARAB BANK 

15.6 

2. 18 

35 

JOR . NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

107 

HID. EAST IHV.BK. 

59. B 

0.00 

9 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

B.9 

7.03 

5 

IHE HOUSING BK. 

14.7 

3.94 

32 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.6 

9.09 

1 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.7 

3.11 

2 

dillON SX-SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

3 

BEIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

.6 

16.13 

2 

PHXXADKL- INV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

9 


sondav: 14/09/1997 

NO. OF VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 

SHAKES TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 


SANK SSeXOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 242. IS *CHG: -C 


2.210 1.590 JOR FRENCH ZBSDR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.70 *CHG: 


1.830 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

8.6 

5.62 

144 

92900 

169426 

1.82 

1.78 

.04- 

2.320 

1.320 

IRB1D ELECTRICITY 

14.5 

4.71 

6 

6950 

16814 

2.32 

2.44 

.12+ 

7.500 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

7.9 

4.83 

3 

1414 

10252 

7.25 

7.25 

— 

1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

11 

10250 

14660 

1.43 

1.40 

.03- 

1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

12.8 

6.52 

1 

500 

460 

.93 

.92 

.01- 

7.190 

3.900 

AD-DUSTOOR 

24.0 

4.35 

1 

10000 

57500 

5.94 

5.75 

.19- 

1.790 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

18.1 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1190 

1.25 

1.19 

.06- 

1.220 

.930 

EARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2 

200 

202 

1.02 

1.01 

.01- 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

a.s 

6.15 

40 

23700 

43037 . 

1.77 

1.79 

-02+ 

1.010 

.640 

UNION LAUD DEV. 

9 

0.00 

3 

486 

345 

.74 

.71 

.03- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 111. 

.78 <CHC: 

-0.69 

212 

147400 

313885 




1.100 

.930 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

5 

20750 

20750 

1.00 

1.00 

_ 

4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

25. B 

2. 87 

15 

126B7 

48964 

3.89 

3.83 

.06- 

4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.6 

2.62 

2 

LOO 

381 

3.70 

3.82 

.12+ 

7.050 

5.400 

ARAB POTASH CO. ' 

14.3 

3.25 

1 

150 

923 

6.15 

6.15 

- 

10.900 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL . REF IN ARY 

10.3 

6.35 

14 

1342 

14386 

10.75 

10.65 

.10- 

7.150 

5.800 

JOB -WORSTED KILLS 

11.0 

2.92 

3 

1700 

11655 

6.90 

6.85 

.05- 

4.640 

3.04 0 

ARAB PHARM- MANF. 

12.4 

4.44 

18 

4075 

18493 

4.59 

4.50 

.09- 

5.710 

4.300 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.1 

4.34 

23 

9946 

57137 

5.71 

5.76 

.05+ 

3.850 

2.220 

ARAB jpjM.nro. 

5.6 

10.42 

3 

600 

1440 

2.40 

2.40 

- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

8 

9950 

4677 

.47 

.47 

- 

1.480 

.790 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

203 

.82 

-B1 

.01- 

1.200 

.510 

INTERMKD.PETRO.CHEH. 

9 

0.00 

S 

2250 

1255 

.56 

.55 

.01- 

.940 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

300 

189 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

.890 

.530 

JOR. SULP80-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

1 

1350 

851 ' 

.61 

.63 

.02+ 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

17.1 

5.22 

12 

2650 

3556 

1.35 

1.34 

.01- 

2.880 

1.080 

UNIV. MOOR. INDS. 

P 

.21 

■ 12 

5750 

7240 

1.27 

1.25 . 

.02- 

1.510 

.910 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

12.2 

10.99 

14 

3850 

3528 

.92 

.91 

.01- 

1^620 

1.3D0 

NAIL. CHLORINE 

14.8 

4.46 

6 

4100 

6447 

1.59 

1.57 

.02- 

1.3W0 

■ B10 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

10 

6450 

5367 

.84 

.84 


■2-oeo 

1.340 

EL -EAT READY HEAR 

55.3 

0.00 

5 

376 

587 

3.57 

1.57 

_ 

1.330 

1.080 

URL. TOBACCO 

6.3 

0.00 

6 

3500 

4040 

1.16 

1.16 

_ 

1.170 

.860 

UNION CH. & VEG. 

52.3 

0.00 

2 

750 

BG3 

1.17 

1.1S 

.02- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 122.12 *CHC: 


5RAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 1 76.22 *CHG: -0-1B S8G 519729 

PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


14/09/1997 


-650 

-380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.7 

o:do 

6 

10250 

4100 

.40 

.40 

_ 

.950 

.540 

JOR. PIN. INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

41 

98350 

65895 

.66 

.67 

.01+ 

.840 

.660 

UNION INV. SOX 

9 

0.00 

14 

33500 

8040 

.74 

.74 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

10 

10000 

3800 

.38 

.38 


.950 

.610 

AL-DAHLXYAH 75* 

73.9 

0.00 

3 

461 

239 

.77 

.77 

_ 

.570 

.380 

ARAB XMTL.XMV.XRD. 

48.4 

0.00 

10 

18550 

7867 

.43 

.42 

.01- 

.750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . EMC . KAMI CO 

g 

0.00 

31 

46450 

20557 

.44 

.44 


.960 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

11.2 

0.00 

1 

10000 

9300 

.90 

.93 

.03+ 

,820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

11 

42500 

31915 

.76 

.75 

.01- 

.730 

.580 

KIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

2700 

1026 

.63 

.63 


1.190 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

15 

23250 

21855 

1 - IB 

1.19 

.01+ 

.730 

.550 

RAZX PHARM. 851 

Z 

0.00 

11 

20000 

10600 

.67 

.68 

.01+ 

.570 

.290 

INDS. SNC. 

9 

0.00 

5 

8300 

2490 

.31 

.30 

.01- 

.afio 

.690 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.1 

0.00 

2 

1050 

725 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

2 

1500 

960 

.66 

.64 

.02- 

1.000 

.700 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 751 

97.4 

0.00 

24 

22950 

10413 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

.860 

.580 

. MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

14 

21150 

12999 

.60 

.62 

.02+ 

ID TOTAL 





201 

370961 

212778 





7 t Now 12 aontha high 
N : Listed during Che paec 12 monche 
P i P/S ratio la 100 or more 
g : Negative P/S 

E : Earning ia zero or N/A for the noet recent year 
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M ai-k 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs inl8k Gold . 



Many villas and 

apartments for rent 

and saJe furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810509 
Fax:- 810520 

Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRiG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo Size 
30% larger. 

* free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweifiehTei: 823891 



AIRPORT EXPRESS I R 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the C10CK 
Every 30 tVfinutes from Abdoii 
to Airport and Bacs 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Brancn 08-51 531 
AEvpaB Branch 653313 



OSOWM HOTEL 

■OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOLKTJ 
" TENNIS &. jjrl 
SQUASH f V J 

COURTS / ,m| 

’ SAUNA, / M 

jacuzzi & 

MASSAGE PH 
* FITNESS { H 

ROOM (|l J' 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station R* 



Quafty Serviced Suites 




Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
TeL 864230 — 865167 


667171 EXT. 223 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 











Sports 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 15, 1997 


Track king bids farewell 


HOUSTON (AFP) — Carl 
Lewis, perhaps the greatest 
male track and field athlete 
of all lime, leaned through 
the finishing tape and into a 
new life Saturday at the 
field where his career began 
over 15 years ago. 

Lewis, 36. joined three 
other teammates from the 
Santa Monica Track Club 
for an exhibition 4xI00m 
relay during the halftime of 
the Houston vs Pittsburgh 
college football game at 
Robertson Stadium. 

Many of the fans, includ- 
ing some of Lewis’ former 
teammates, wiped away 
tears as the Olympic cham- 
pion took his final victory 
lap around the track, carry- 
ing flags from the United! 
States and his alma mater, 
the University of Houston. 

“People are going to tell 
you that you can’t do it, but 
you’ve got to keep pushing 
on," said Lewis, flanked by 
his family and university 
officials at center field. 

“It's been a long road 
with lots of fights, but I’m 
proud to say / did it my way 
and it feels pretty good.” 

The run, which was 
untuned and in which the 
teammates ran unopposed, 
was one last lap of honour 
for Lewis, who capped his 
Olympic career at the 1996 
Atlanta Games by winning 
the long jump — earnirfg 
h : s fourth consecutive gold 
medal in that event and 
ninth cold medal overall. 

Indeed. Lewis is a living 
legend throughout the 
world thanks to stunning 
performances that began at 
die 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics, where he "won 
four gold medals, including 
individual golds in the long 
jump, the 100-metre and 



^fgpgj 


Nine-time Olympic gold medalist Carl Lewis completes 
an exhibition 4x100 metre relay on his home track at 
the University of Houston to mark his retirement from 
competitive track and Geld (Heaters photo) 


the 200-metre runs. 

He matched the feat of 
Jesse Owens, who won four 
athletics golds at the 1936 
Berlin Games. 

Only U.S. swimmer Mark 
Spitz, Finnish distance run- 
ner Paavo Nurmi and Soviet 
gymnast Larisa Latynina 
have won ai many' gold 
medals. 

On Saturday. Lewis 
returned to his roots in 
Houston for the final 100- 
meter relay with his team- 


mates from the Santa 
Monica Track Club — 
Mike Marsh. Leroy Burrell 
and Floyd Heard. The 
team's coach, Tom Tellez, 
also was on hand for the 


event. 

After the run, there was a 
small ceremony, at which a 
statement from President 
Bill Clinton praising Lewis' 
achievements was read. 

Lewis also has given 
retirement exhibitions in 
Asia and in Europe in 


recent weeks. 

Marsh reflected on the 
team's success as he 
wanned up for the relay, 
holding a gold baton that 
marked the team’s 4 x 
200m world record run of 
1:18:68 at the 1994 Mt, Sac 
Relays in Walnut 
California. The team used 
the baton in Saturday's 
event 

“It's kind of like any end- 
ing, where you see your 
whole career and yon 
friend’s career kind of flash 
before you eyes, 7 ’ Marsh 
said. 

“There’s a lot of reminisc- 
ing and nostalgia going on. 
It’s been a tremendous 
career for Carl and for all of 
us, to be able to work with 
him and (for him to) pass 
wisdom down. It’s a very 
special day.” 

.Although he’s officially 
retired from world-class 
track and field, Lewis said 
he would continue to run 
exhibition races. He said he 
plans to continue his chari- 
ty work with groups includ- 
ing his own Carl Lewis 
Foundation, established in 
19S4 to help disadvantaged 
youths. 

Lewis, sporting dread- 
locks and hoop earrings, 
said he was more worried 
about his final run Saturday 
than in the Olympics 
games. 

*T tried to run a little 
faster for the cameras 
because I was told I don’t 
look too good running 
slow" Lewis joked. 

‘T was reflecting on some 
of the last races and was 
probably more nervous 
than a regular race. If you 
drop it (baton), there isn’t 
another chance.” 


BASEBALL’S MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


National League 


San Diego 
Cincinnati 
Florida 
NY Mets 


St Louis 
Philadelphia 
San Francisco 
Montreal 


Cubs 

Colorado 

Houston 


4 
10 

5 


Pittsburgh 
Atlanta 
Los Angeles 


6(11 innings) American League 


CAR FOR SALE 


model, Jeep Grand Cherokee 
id, full options, zero mileage, 
JSA. 

iore details, ring 079/65553 "Ahmad” 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 


Fully furnished super deluxe flat, situated in a quite 
neighbourhood. Area 190 sq.m. Ground floor with 
front and rear separate garden and a private garage. 
Consists of 2 bedrooms. L-shaped salon, sitting and 
dining rooms, spacious kitchen with all accessories 
and glassed veranda. TV, video, stereo, satellite set, 
with separate telephone, water, electricity and 
central heating. 

For more information contact 
711498 - 079/37023 





Under the Patronage of HRH Princess 

Sumaya Bint Al-Hassan 

T radition comes alive at Kan Zaman Village 

ArtiZaman & Bani Hamida 

welcome you to the 

Bani Hamida Exhibition 

* Rugs * Cushions * Runners 
' Walihangings * Baskets 

at Al-Baidar Hall of the historic village of Kan Zaman 
Starting Monday, 25/8 - Saturday, 20/9/97 


From 9:00 a.m. - 1 1:00 p.m. 

The exhibition is sponsored by 


y i lo l U UUuc 9t n.. ,T.i .7. : 

nAJHA5Ha? £ c33thf FOUflU 


Fur more information, please call 658696/7. 


AI-TAWHEED 

fBIVTtW ■ 4 Bv V*.T I 


Baltimore 

Chi White Sox 

Kansas City 

Oakland 

Boston 

Texas 

Toronto 


NY Yankees 

Cleveland 

Anaheim 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Minnesota 

Seattle 


1 (13 Innings) 

2 
1 
3 
3 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD. 


Announces The Invitation To 
Tender No. 41F/97 


JPMC announces the invitation to bid 
No. 41F/97 

(for the supply, of chemicals, glass 
ware and lab instruments). 

The tender documents are available 
at JPMC offices in Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Monday, 29th September, 1997. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable 
fee of JD(25) for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids 
is 12:00 hours local time Monday, 6th 
October, 1997. 


SAMEH MADANJ 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, bathroom, dining room, 
salon, kitchen, telephone, central heating, new 
woodwork carpeting. Annual rent. Location: Near 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Please call Tel. 6 64636 


Graf 


to miss 
Masters 


BONN (AFP) — Former 
World No. 1 Steffi Graf 
said Saturday that expecta- 
tions she would return to 
action at the New York 
Masters were “unrealistic”. 

In an interview to be 
shown , Sunday on German 
television, the seven-times 
Wimbledon champion said 
thaf although she had been 
guaranteed a wild card 
entry to the December 
event, she did not envisage 
being ready for top compe- 
tition by then. 

Graf, now ranked just 
seventh in the world, is still 
convalescing in Austria fol- 
lowing knee surgery in 
June. 

“It’s been a very long 
break this time and I’m 
looking more at the 
Australian Open as my real 
comeback objective,’’ 
explained Graf, who is due 
to play an exhibition match 
against Chanda Rubin of 
the United States on 
November 25 at Baltimore. 

She added that her 59- 
year-old father Peter, serv- 
ing a jail sentence for tax 
fraud, was in “very good 
shape”. 

Peter Graf was handed a 
three years and nine 
months sentence in January 
after he was found guilty of 
avoiding 12 million marks 
($7.5 million) in tax by a 
system of front companies 
which concealed from tax 
authorities 42 million 
marks of his daughter’s 
income from 1989 to 1993. 

With remission, he could 
be free by next March. 


Bubka concludes 


Grand Prix season 


FUKUOKA (AFP) — Six-time world pole 
vault champion Sergei Bubka’s attempt at a 
new world record of 6.15 metres closed the 
curtain to the successful IAAF Grand Prix 
series of the season. 

“I think I had a good chance to break the 
world record with my third try over 6.15, 
but up there ! got a strong side wind, which 
pushed me into the bar;’ said Bubka, leap- 
ing the best record of the season of 6.05m 
Saturday. 

“I am optimistic. Until I start regularly 
losing, I will go on. 

I would like to jump 6.20 and go back to 
an era when I was breaking die record 
almost at will,” added the Uk raini an. 33. 

Since all the athletes had been tired at the 
end of the season after peaking for the. 
world championships in Athens last month, 
Bubka was the only probable record maker 
at the Grand Prix Final in Fukuoka. 

A total of 10 world records were broken 
or equalled in the Grand Prix series this sea- 
son, triggered by Australian female pole 
vanlter Emma George’s 4-.55m in 
Melbourne in February. 

George was followed by African runners 
who issued a warning to the world in the 
middle distances. 

Denmark’s Kenyan- born Wilson 
Kipketer. who made “unplanned” two 
world 800ra records at the Paris world 
indoor championships in May, rewrote the 
world outdoor records three times in the 
past two months. 

Kenya’s Wilson Boit Kipketer established 
a new 3.000m steeplechase record of 


7:59.08 on August 13, only to see his team- 
mate Bernard Bannasai bettered it 1 1 days 
later by 3.36 seconds. _ 

Haile Gebrselassie of Ethiopia held new 
records in the men’s 5.000m and 10,000m 
races until Another Kenyans. Daniel Komen 
and Paul Tergal, rewrote them last month. 

“There is no secret to my ru nn i n g. When 
you train, you must keep motivated, I have 
a long way to go in my career. This won- 
derful year is by no means the end,’’ said the 
24-year-old Kenyan-born Dane. 

World champion Kipketer, who won the 
men’s 800m to clinch the Grand Prix over- 
all title for the first time, has not been beat- 
en in the distance since the 1995 Grand Prix 
Final. 

Kenya’s Kipketer, Komen and Barmasai 
as well as former world record holder 
Moses Kiptanui failed to end the season on 
a winning note. 

Their teammate and Atlanta champion 
Joseph Keter stole the show to win the 
3,000m steeplechase, pulling off an upset 
victory over the world top three medallists 
who are current and former world record 
holders. 

“I had a car accident at home in March 
and I couldn’t train hard and compete in the 
Grand Prix until late May. But now I feel if 
I can train hard, I can beat a world record 
holder,” said Keter, 28. 

“They are my friends, anyway, and we 
have been competing for so long. But I’m 
really happy to have beaten them,” he 
added. 


Ottey to concentrate on 1 00m 


FUKUOKA (.AFP) — Legendary Jamaican 
sprinter Merlene Ottey is determined to 
concentrate next season on the 100 metres 
— the distance in which a gold has eluded 
her in big international races. 

“Marion,” joked the Jamaican when she 
was asked about her biggest target next 
year, after losing to the new American 
sprint queen Marion Jones in the women's 
200m at the Grand Prix Final Saturday. 

Jones, who lost to Ottey in the 100m in 
Tokyo a week ago, kept winning against the 
Jamaican in the 200m, clocking 21.84 to 
beat her by eight hundredths of a second to 
close the curtain to the season. 

Ottey. 37, ended the season with a 2-3 
win-loss record against Jones in the 100m 
and 0-3 in the 200m. 

“For me, I don’t really have a major 
championship, so the Grand Prix will be the 
target, just to see if I can do very well on the 
circuit and to run a personal best in the 100 
metres,” said Ottey. 

She has collected seven Olympic medals, 
14 in the world championships and six in 
the world indoor championships, but has 
never won a 100m gold in the Olympics or 
the world championships. 

Ottey. the world 200m champion in 1993 
and 1995, lost to American Gail Devers by 


0.001 second in the 100m final at the 1993 
world championships. 

She had to be satisfied with the silver at 
the Atlanta Olympics in the photo finish 
100m final to Devers by 0.005. 

Last month in the Athens world champi- 
onships, Ottey did not hear the recall after a 
false start and hit the 50-meter mark before 
she realised she was the only one running. 
She eventually ended at seventh in a re-run. 

Jones emerged as the new sprint queen 
after the 21 -year-old former basketball 
player won the photo finish final in her per- 
sonal best of 10.83. 

“Til take a long vacation, because my 
body needs a rest. I'll rake a rest and skip 
the indoor season for the first time in 16 
years. You know, it lasts a bit longer to have 
a much better season next year.” said Ottey. 

“Then I’ll stan competing towards the end 
of May and hopefully focus mostly on the 
100 metres, because I know I have to run 
10.60 or 10.70 to have a chance to win 
some races next year. 

“Sq.ru not have many 200 metres, just 
focus on the shortest sprint, which is 100 
metres, so that way, I think I can do very 
well,” she added. 



Unfurnished Semi Villa for rent 
consists of 
3 Bedrooms (one master), 3 Bathrooms 
Family room , Reception area connected 
^ to Dining room , Garage & Garden 
[^Location: Amman, near American School^ 


>680268 

079 
45777 


If Interested Please Call 


Mobile Lines 


Available at Safeway 


^ Sawn I ha Electronic Eat. 

^ / In cooperation with 

SAFEWAY fastllnk 


THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS 


To assist with the development of its exciting 
Education Programme, J.S.P.A. is looking to 
appoint another teacher. 

Candidates should be educated to degree level, 
smart appearance, have a knowledge of 
English and a genuine love of animals, 
Jordanian Nationality. 

Good salary and conditions of work. 

Please send C.V. as soon as possible bv 
Friday 19 Sept to P.O. Box 141697 
Amman 11814 Jordan Fax 865452 


Moya crushes Rusedski 


BOURNEMOUTH (AFP) — Number one seed Carlos 
Moya brushed aside the challenge of British star Greg 
Rusedski here on Saturday and will face Felix Mantilla in 
an all-Spanish final of the Bournemouth International. 

Moya faces number two seed Mantilla, who beat the sur- 
prise semi-finalist, Marcos Ondruska of South Africa 6-7, 
6-0, 6-1. 

U.S. Open finalist Rusedksi. who earlier this week 
achieved his aim of becoming the first ever British player 
to reach the world’s top ten, looked jaded as he crashed out 
6-2, 6-2 in just 49 minutes. 

After dropping serve in the fifth game and again at the 
start of the second set Montreal-born Rusedski was hardly 
in contention and .Moya, the World No. 5 looked by far the 
better player on the slow clay court surface. 

‘T was down to empty mentally and physically,” said the 
24-year-old Rusedski. 

‘T finally hit the wall. But Moya played well and he is a 
very good player and I won’t take any thing away from him. 

‘Tie’s easily in the world’s top three on this kind of clay 
court surface and if you are not 100 per cent sharp it 
becomes even more difficult. But I got what I came for.” 



QUALIFIED NATIVE ENGLISH TEACHER 


TO TEACH ADVANCED SPOKEN AND 
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO ADULTS. 
PLEASE CONTACT HUDA MAWAJDEH 
TEL 607578 from 09:00 TO 1 7:30 


qiNEMA TEL:634144 

K PHILADELPHIA *1" 


FULLY FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Convenient location, 8th Circle, classy American 
jurniture, additional small furnished ground floor, 
arge rooms, salons, bathrooms and garden. 

jf interested call 813585 - 825699 
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\7 CINEMA TEL:634144 


Vai. Kilmer & Elizabeth Shue.Jn 


THE SAINT 


i 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, J0:30 


PHILADELPHIA * 2 " J 


k 


Alyssa Milano <£ 
William Petersen.. in 


FEAR 


Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A. 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 "NV* CINEMA 


PLAZA 


Antonio Banderas... iri 


TWO MUCH 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




TEL:677420 

CONCORD 




COHGOHD 

Sandra Bullock & 
Samuel L Jackson... in 

A TIME TO KELL 

(12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30. 10:30) 


Uk 


coacoan - 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30. 5:45 only 


J 


Hi Sham Yanes Theatre 

TEL: 625155 A S/l 


Watch out for the new 


THE GOVERNMENTl 

THE SERVICE OF PE „ 

• *■ ‘* 7 _ 

Starring Hisham Yanes'^% 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Hector “Macho'* Camacho ducks under a punch by Oscar De La Hoya during the 
third round of a WBC welterweight championship fight September 13 at the Thomas 
& Mack Centre in Las Vegas. De La Hoya won the 12-round fight bv unanimous deci- 
sion (Reuters photo) 

De le Hoya dominates Camacho 


LAS VEGAS (.AFP) — Oscar de la Hoya 
dismantled former champion Hector Cama- 
cho here Saturday to retain his World Box- 
ing Council welterweight title with an easy 
12-round decision. 

De la Hoya posted victory margins of 
120-105. 120-106 and 118-108 on the 
judges* scorecards. He remained unbeaten 
in 26 professional fights, but failed to grab 
the 22nd knockout he so wanted. 


"Oh my gosh. I wanted that knockout so 
bad.” De la Hoya, 24. said. "He did suffer 
for the whole 12 rounds.” 

Camacho suffered his fourth defeat along 
with 64 victories and one draw. The 35- 
vear-old was knocked down for only the 
second time in his career when a barrage of 
blows sent him to the canvas in the ninth 
round. 



i Italy's Andrea Gardini (C) spikes the ball as Dutch Bas van de Goor ( L) and Peter 
Blanche (Ri try to block during their European Volleyball Championship semi 
final match in Eindhoven. Italy Tost the match 3-0 (Reuters photo) 


Wright 
hailed after 
breaking 
goal record 


LONDON (AFP) — Ian 
Wright threw his boots and 
kit out of the dressing- 
room window to adoring 
fans in the street after 
breaking Arsenal’s club 
goals record with a hat- 
trick in a 4-1 rout of Bolton 
on Saturday. 

The maverick England 
striker, who scored twice 
against Moldova on 
Wednesday, completed a 
memorable week as he 
finally overhauled Cliff 
Bastin’s 51 -year-old 178- 
mark. 

His manager Arsene 
Wenger, who believes 
Wright is one of the game’s 
all-time great goalscorers, 
saluted the achievement 
"It is an historic 
moment” Wenger said. 
“The two goals he scored 
for England on Wednesday 
took the pressure off him 
today. 

"He had been one short 
of the record for three 
games and people started to 
ask when he was going to 
break iL” 

Meanwhile, reigning 
champions Manchester 
United went clear at the top 
of the Premiership after a 
2-1 win over a battling 
West Ham at Old Trafford. 

Liverpool had combative 
captain Paul Ince to thank 
after beating Sheffield 
Wednesday 2-1 for their 
second consecutive league 
victory. 

Ince capped an outstand- 
ing game for the Mersey- 
side giants with his second 
goal for the club since his 
summer move from Inter 
Milan. 

Wednesday boss David 
Pleat saluted the England 
midfielder, saying: “There 
is ah awe about Ince. peo- 
ple are afraid of him, afraid 
of upsetting him. 

Chelsea crushed London 
rivals Crystal Palace 3-0 — 
even though manager Ruud 
Gullit decided to resi out 
his Italian stars Gianfranco 
Zola, Gianluca Vialli and 
Roberto Di Matteo. 

Wimbledon, who were 
bottom of the table and 
without a win before Satur- 
day produced the shock 
result of the day with a 3-1 
victory at Newcastle. 

Everton boss Howard 
Kendall was in a dark 
mood after seeing Andy 
Hinchcliffe sent off and six 
of his players booked as his 
side crashed to a 3-1 defeat 
at Derby. 

Elsewhere, goals from 
Mark Draper, Ugo Ehiogu 
and Ian Taylor helped 
Aston Villa ease to a com- 
fortable 3-0 away win 
against Premiership new- 
comers Barnsley. 


Jordan takes on China today at 
Asian Basketball Championship 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’ S MEN’ S national basketball team takes on title- 
holders China Monday in the opening match of the second 
round of the 19th Asian Basketball Championship current- 
ly underway in Riyadh. Saudi Arabia, with 15 teams taking 
part 

The Kingdom’s team has a hard task against the powerful 
Asian giants bidding for their sixth consecutive tide. __ 

In other matches, the United Arab Emirates meet Saudi 
Arabia. Chinese Taipei play Iran while Korea face Japan. 

Only the top two teams in each of the preliminary four 
groups moved to the second round. 

China and Iran qualified from Group A which also includ- 
ed the Philippines and Bahrain. 

South Korea and the United Arab Emirates qualified from 
Group B which also included India and Bangladesh. 

Japan and Saudi Arabia qualified from Group C which 
included Hong Kong. 

Jordan and Chinese Taipei qualified from Group D. The 
Kingdom’s team beat Indonesia 71-49 and Kazakhstan 66- 
65 to qualify. They lost 68-60 to Chinese Taipei. 

In the second round the top eight teams have been divid- 
ed into two groups with the top two in each moving to the 
semifinal round. 

Group A includes China, United Arab Emirates, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan. 

Group B includes Iran, South Korea, Japan, Chinese 
Taipei. 

Bahrain. Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines, Indonesia and Kazakhstan will be playing for 9- 15th 
places. '■ 

The competing teams include the top four from the last 


championship and the hosts who qualified automatically. 
There are also two teams from each of the ABC’s five 
regional zones. 

Jordan and Iran automatically qualified from the West 
Asia Zone. Both teams took the two allocated slots follow- 
ing the withdrawal of Iraq and Syria from the pre-qualifiers 
which were due to be held in Tehran, Iran, in August 

The team’s qualification to the second round is a positive 
result taking into account the inadequate preparation for the 
event in which Jordan last took part in 1995 with the junior 
team and came in 13th. 

Following the team’s disappointing sixth place finish at 
the Pan-Arab Games, a series of setbacks hampered serious 
preparation m ainl y the lack of funding which hindered hav- 
ing a training camp abroad of hosting teams in Amman for 
training matches. 

The federation was seriously contemplating withdrawing 
from participation in Riyadh but later dropped the option as 
that would entail a $10,000 penalty by the ABC. 

The JBF had earlier in the year cancelled the women’s 
participation in the Asian Championship in Bangkok. 

The national team’s best performance was a gold medal 
win at the 1985 Pan- Arab Games in Morocco. On the Asian 
level, the under- 18 team won the bronze medal at the 1995 
Asian Junior Championship enabling the team to become 
the first- Jordanian team to qualify to a World Champi- 
onship. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Police arrest 17 fans 

ARNHEM (AFP) — Dutch police arrested 17 disgruntled 
FC Utrecht supporters before, during and after Saturday’s 
clash against local side Arnhem. The visiting fans went on 
the rampage and stoned police after their side crashed to a 
severe 5-0 defeat. 

Connors beats Borg 

VINA DEL MAR (AFP) — U.S. star Jimmy Connors beat 
fellow veteran champion Bjom Borg of Sweden 6-3, 5-7, 

6- 3 here in an exhibition match Saturday played on a fast 
Plexipave acrilic surface before a 4,000 crowd. It was the 
second time that Connors, 45, had defeated 41 -year-old 
Borg in three days, having won another exhibition 6-3, 7- 
6 in Lima last Thursday. 

Henman to face Rosset for title 

TASHKENT (AFP) — Britain’s second-seeded Tim Hen-* 
man swept into the final of the $405,000 ATP tournament 
here Saturday when he beat Francisco Clavet of Spain 6-3, 

7- 5. Henman now play’s third-seed Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland. Rosset came back to beat top-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 3-6, 7-6, 6-2. 

England hit by Ferdinand blow 

LONDON (AFP) — Tottenham striker Les Ferdinand is 
doubtful for England’s World Cup showdown with Italy in 
Rome next month after suffering a severe stomach strain in 
Tottenham's 3-0 defeat to Leicester on Saturday. Ferdi- 
nand. who played in England's 4-0 win over Moldova in 
Wednesday, had to be substituted at half-time and will 
have a scan on Sunday to determine the extent of the 
injury. But Tottenham manager Gerry Francis admitted 


that Ferdinand could be out of action for several weeks. 
That would add to England manager Glenn Hoddle’s cur- 
rent injury problems in attack as he gears up for the Octo- 
ber 1 1 clash with the Italians. Francis said: “It is quite bad. 
He did the injury when training with England in die build- 
up to the match with Moldova but played at Wembley on 
Wednesday. “He also felt he could get through the Leices- 
ter game although I had ray doubts when I saw the pain he 
was in during a workout he had on Saturday morning." 

Benfica held by newcomers 

LISBON (AFP) — Portugal’s Benfica, who face French 
side Bastia in the UEFA Cup on Tuesday, were held to a 
shock 1-1 league draw by first division newcomers Acad- 
emica Coimbra on Saturday. Benfica, beaten 1-0 by Vito- 
ria Setubal last weekend, needed a headed goal from a cor- 
ner by Moroccan Tahar two minutes from time to earn a 
share of the points. The visitors had gone dear in the 73rd 
minute through Mickey. 

I^son and Holyfield to meet 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Evander Holyfield and Mike 
Tyson will meet next week for the first time since the infa- 
mous ‘Bite of the Century’, at the request of boxing legend 
Muhammad AIL The fighters will get together on Saturday 
after the conclusion of the Ali Cup amateur boxing tourna- 
ment in Louisville, organisers said. In June, Holyfield 
retained his World Boxing Association (WBA) heavy- 
weight title when Tyson was disqualified for ‘biting’ both 
of his ears. “It is very important to Mike that he meets with 
Evander and puts a regrettable occurrence behind them.” a 
Tyson spokesman said. A Holyfield spokesman said: “The 
meeting with Mike Tyson is a great way to do something 
that cleanses a great sport of something that all of us, both 
amateurs and professionals — regret.” 


JORDAN TIMES FAX: 696183 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located in Jabal Amman, near C-Town. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, guest lounge, dining 
rcom. sitting room, verandas with central heating 
and telephone. 

If interested, please call 816989 or 693166 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE, 
MINES CO., LTD. 


Announces The Invitation To 
Tender No. 40F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid 
No. 40F/97 the supply of: 

1 . Dump truck with crane QTY (1 ) 

2. Three tonnes truck QTY (1) 

The tender documents are available 
at JPMC offices in Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Saturday, 27th September, 1997. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable 
fee of JD(25) for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids 
is 12:00 hours local time Saturday, 
4th October, 1997. 

SAMEH MADANI 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 


COMPUTER PROGRAMMER 


LEAD Technologies, an American software development company based in Charlotte NC USA, is 
opening a local programming branch office in Amman. Five to six positions are available immediately 
for qualified C and Windows programmers. Starting salaries range between S700.00 and SI .500.00 per 
month depending on experience. 

LEAD Technologies is a seven-year-old company, and develops and markets a product called 
LEADTOOLS. LEADTOOLS is an imaging toolkit designed to assist programmers who need to 
integrate digital imaging technology into their applications or systems. Digital imaging consists of color, 
gray scale or bi-tonal images. LEADTOOLS is used by over 7,000 programmers worldwide and by 
companies such as Microsoft, Corel, Delrina, Xerox, Kodak and AT&T. 

Job Requirements: 

* At least 3 years full time experience programm mg with in C/C++ for Microsoft Windows. 

* Working knowledge ofDLLs 

* Preferably, LEAD is looking for programm era who have a working knowledge of digital 
imaging, and Acti veX(OCX) and VBX programming components. 

Representatives of LEAD Technologies will be in Amman from October 23 ri until October 31“ to 
conduct interviews. Please send a resume to Hussein AI-Khatib at PO Box 9065, Amman Jordan. 
Qualified candidates will be chosen from the resumes and contacted to arrange an interview time. Mr. 
Al-Kharib must receive v ourresumeno laer than October 6 to foryou to be considered for this position. 

Join this exciting, fast growing company today! 

For more information on LEAD Technologies, please visit www.leadtooIs.com. 


incorporated 

LEADing Technology in Imaging Development Toolkits. 


ATTENTION: 
STUDENTS. PROFESSORS. 
PRIVATE COMPANIES 


ITHaiAl© 


Technical Research 
Assistance Center 

A Member of ERMC International 
P.O.BOX 40 Amman, 1 183 1 Tel. 861800, Fax 865830 

Consulting Services for the Researcher 
(Students,, Professors, Private C ompanies) 

■ Research Consultation/ Raview 

■ Literature Searches/ Reviews 

■ Paper Preparation, Editing & Packaging 

■ Lecture & Project Presentations^ 

■ Statistical Review &AnaIysis 
M Proposal Prepa ration 

For an immediate response to your needs 
call our Director of Research today 


REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING 
EMPLOYEES 


FULL TIME EMPLOYEES: 

( 1 ) Director of Administration: With a B.Sc. or higher 
degree in Business Administration, with 5-10 years 
experience in the fields of research & consulting. 

(2) Statistician: With a B.Sc. or higher degree in 
Computer Science and/ or Applied Statistics, with 
2-5 years experience. 

PART TIME EMPLOYEES: 

( I ) Native-Speaking English Language Editor. 

Send your C.V. by fax to TRAC by Sept. 25, 1997. 
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Prince Hassan, Atkinson 
discuss status of refugees 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 

Prince Hassan Sunday 

stressed the need for realis- 
ing the political rights of 
Palestine refugees, pointing 
to Jordan’s unwavering sup- 
port for their right to return 
and/or compensation. 

Speaking during a meeting 
with British member of par- 
liament David Atkinson at 
the Royal Court, Prince 
Hassan also underlined the 
importance of meering the 
humanitarian rights of 
refugees and improving 
their living conditions. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
has been working on 
improving the living stan- 
danis of refugees and meet- 
ing their humanitarian needs 
in order to keep their issue 
alive. The humanitarian 
dimension of the refugees 
problem should not be 
neglected, said Prince 
Hassan, adding that improv- 
ing the quality of life for 
refugees has been at the cen- 




tre of the Kingdom's poli- 
cies. 

Mr. Atkinson, who is on a 
regional tour aimed at 
preparing a report on 
Palestinian refugees for the 
Council of Europe, said 
refugees must be given the 
choice to return to their 
homeland, emphasising the 
refugees' determination not 
to^iv< up that right. 

The Crown Prince also 


pointed to the need for 
studying the humanitarian 
impact of the peace process 
which, he said, must be 
given "a human face" 
because permanent peace in 
the region cannot be 
achieved unless people feel 
secure and their humanitari- 
an rights fulfilled. 

The meeting was attended 
by the British ambassador to 
Jordan. 


One year in prison with hard 
labour for Saudi daily chiefs 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian court Sunday sen- 
tenced the publishers of the 
Saudi daily Asharq A1 Awsat, 
the editor-in-chief and two 
employees to one year in 
prison with hard labour for 
.defaming President Hosni 
Mubarak's sons. 

Osman A! Omeir, the Saudi 
editor-in-chief of Asharq Afr~ 
Awsat. and the Saudi publish- 
ers Hisham and Mohammad 
Ali Hafez, were also Ordered 
to each pay ($6,000). the crim- 
inal coun at Abdeen said. 

Two Egyptian employees of 
the newspaper. Director 
Fawziya Salama and her 
Deputy Carnal Ismail, were 
also given a one-year prison 
sentence and fuied. 

The five senior executives 
were sentenced in absentia. 

The author of the article. 
Egyptian journalist Sayyed 
Abdel Ad. was handed a six- 
month jail term and ordered to 
pay a ($4,500) fine. 


A lawyer for the London- 
based Saudi press group, 
Mohammad Asfur, dismissed 
the criminal court's verdict as 
“biased” and told AFP he 
would appeal the ruling within 
two days and seek to have it 
thrown out 

Mr. Asfur argued that the 
court did not have the jurisdic- 
tiqn to try such a case because 
the Arabic- language daily is 
published in London and 
therefore only a British court 
could hear the matter. 

Mr. Mubarak's sons GamaJ 
and Alaa sued for defamation 
after Asharq A1 Awsat said in 
May that its sister publication 
AI Jadida magazine would 
publish an article implicating 
them in a corruption affair. 

But the publication did not 
go ahead with the story, which 
had been announced in an 
advertisement carried by 
Asharq AJ Awsat in May. 

The London-based Saudi 
press group announced the 


closure of its Cairo offices 
effective Thursday, four days 
before the verdict was 
announced, to protest what it 
said was the “unfair" treatment 
in its trial. 

The parent company. Saudi 
Research and Marketing, the 
Arab World's largest publish- 
er, said in a statement: “Since 
what has happened is consid- 
ered an unjustifiable mistake 
we found out that it was our 
duty to apologise to those con- 
cerned." It also complained, 
however, over “the manner in 
which the case was handled 
and since we were denied the 
legal opportunity which is pro- 
vided even to criminals and 
thieves and were not allowed 
to present our case." Lawyer* 
of ihe group stormed oul ui 
last Sunday’s hearing charging 
that they were not a chance to 
respond to the prosecution's 
accusations. Asharq Al Awsat 
said in a front page report 
Sunday. 


Kuwait welcomes Philippine 
decision to lift ban on maids 


MANILA (AFP) — Kuwait 
has welcomed the lifting of 
a Philippine, ban on maids 
flying out to work in the 
Gulf state, the presidential 
palace said in a statement 
Sunday. 

With the lifting of the ban, 
Kuwait and the Philippines 
signed Sunday a bilateral 
agreement on the protection 
of the Filipinos' welfare in 
Kuwait, the statement said. 

On Friday the Philippine 
Overseas Employment 
Administration (POEA) 
said it would allow the pro- 
cessing of “qualified work- 
ers applying as household 
workers” in Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“The state of Kuwait wel- 
comed our decision," 
POEA Chief Wilhelm 
Soriano said. 

Kuwait's Foreign 

Minister and acting Prime 
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad A I Sabah and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 


Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdallah met Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos late 
Saturday in Kuwait City 
and told him that the 
Kuwaiti officials had been 
informed of the news, the 
statement said. 

The two officials told Mr. 
Ramos that Kuwait would 
give “full protection to the 
rights of the 58.000 Filipino 
overseas workers in the 
Gulf state." it said. 

Mr. Ramos was quoted as- 
saying that the lifting of the 
ban would be “for the bet- 
ter" because of the 
improved situation in 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Ramos arrived in 
Kuwait Saturday for a 
three-day visit to discuss the 
welfare of Filipino workers 
here and to seek Kuwaiti 
aid. 

Following the 1995 exe- 
cution in Singapore of con- 
victed murderer Flor 
Contemplacion, a Filipina 


maid. Manila imposed a ban 
on the deployment of 
women workers to areas 
where they are perceived to 
be at high risk of harass- 
ment or abuse. 

Applicants below the age 
of 25 remain banned from 
working in these countries, 
the POEA added. 

Labour officials estimated 
that the number of illegal 
Filipino workers in Kuwait 
numbered more than 
13.000. The Filipinos work- 
ing in Kuwait hold jobs as 
production workers, trans- 
port equipment operators, 
labourers, technical workers 
and domestic helpers, the 
palace statement said. 

Remittances from Filipino 
workers in Kuwait fell 20 
per cent from the previous 
year to $21.47 million in 
1996. 

Bilateral trade Iasi year 
was $34 million, 'a sharp 
decrease from $202 million 
in 1992. 


U.N. to allow Iraq to meet goal 
of selling all $2.14 billion of oil 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The U.N. Security 
Council will agree Friday 
to allow Iraq to sell all of 
the $2.14 billion in oil that 
it is allowed under the 
U.N.'s oil-for-food deal. 
U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said. 

The resolution allows for 
a change in the timetable 
under which Iraq makes the 
sales. 

Iraq was allowed to sell 
SI. 07 billion of oil in two 
90-day periods. It is cur- 
rently in its second six- 
month period of selling oil 
for food. 

Iraq had delayed the 
re'iumptinn of vile**, how- 


ever, in pan to protest the 
late arrival of aid and to 
renegotiate parts of the aid 
distribution plan. The delay 
made it come up $500 mil- 
lion short in the first 90 
days. 

Friday's resolution will 
allow it to sell $1.07 billion 
of oil in 120-day and 60- 
day periods. The U.N. 
action keeps the original 
amount of oil and the same 
total time period. 

Iraq was banned from 
unrestricted oil sales under 
sanctions imposed in 1990 
in the wake of Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

But last year, the U.N. 
agreed to allow Baghdad to 


sell oil to buy food and 
medicine. 

This is the second six- 
month period under the oil- 
for-food deal. In the first, 
from December 1996 to 
June of this year, Iraq also 
sold some S2 billion in oil. 

The Security Council is 
expected to approve the 
measure when it is put to a 
vote in a 3:00 p.m. session. 

About two-thirds of the 
proceeds of the oil sale pay 
for aid to Iraq, which has 
suffered under U.N. sanc- 
tions, including an oil 
embargo, since August 
1990 in the wake of Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Erekat says Albright’s visit is 
‘the beginning and not the end’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special rr the Jordan Titties 


AMMAN — A senior 
Palestinian negotiator 
Saturday said that the U.S. 
secretary of state’s maiden 
visit to the Middle East 
should be given a chance ro 
produce results, and that it 
is a stan towards restoring 
confidence and reviving 
peace, not an end. 

”1 think it is premature to 
jump to conclusions or to 
throw descriptions at 
Madeleine Albright’s visit." 
said Saeb Erekat. minister 
of local government in the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA), following 
an hour-long meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, during which 
he delivered a message 
from Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Ms. Albright's visit is 
"the beginning and not the 
end. What is important now 
is the kind of recommenda- 
tion she will submit to 
President (Bill) Clinton and 
what will be the next 


Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali confers with Palestinian Minister Saeb 
Erekat at the Prime Ministry, Sunday. Dr. Erekat voiced hope that U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright's visit to the region will be the start towards a 
breakthrough in the current peace crisis (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

confidence is lost between as “collective Israeli pun- He added that the PNA 
us and the Israeli govern- ishment.” perceive Israeli settlement 

ment, and this has motivat- He said the PNA has policies as a "threat to 


steps. 

Dr. Erekat said that the 
Palestinians toid the U.S. 
secretary of state that they 
are willing to cooperate and 
that they want to work to 
establish "the mechanism 
and foundation to ensure 
the accurate and precise 
implementation of the 
agreements signed.” 

The Palestinian official 
warned that Israel's right- 
wing policies endanger 
peace in the Middle East 
and urged the U.S. adminis- 
tration to exert maximum 
efforts to avoid further 
escalation. 

“It is no secret to say that 


ed a third party mediation, 
namely the U.S.,” Dr. 
Erekat told reporters. 

“It is very dangerous 
times, very dangerous cir- 
cumstances and we want 
the American administra- 
tion to exert every possible 
effort to restore confidence 
and credibility to the peace 
process and then put the 
peace process back on 
track,” Dr. Erekat said. 

The Palestinian official 
said that the PNA has lost 
confidence because of the 
continuous Israeli violation 
of agreements signed 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis, the closure of 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip and what he described 


accepted an American pro- 
posal to send a negotiation 
team to Washington to meet 
with U.S. officials adding 
that another Israeli team 
will be in Washington at the 
same time for the same pur- 
pose. 

Dr. Erekat emphasised 
that the two separate meet- 
ings will pave the way for a 
trilateral meeting in New 
York under the supervision 
of Ms. Albright. 

Dr. Erekat said thar during 
talks with Ms. Albright, the 
Palestinians informed the 
U.S. official that 150 
Palestinians were killed at 
the hands of “Israeli terror- 
ists, none of them sent to 
court.” 


He added that the PNA 
perceive Israeli settlement 
policies as a "threat to 
Palestinian security, there- 
fore a base for security 
framework should be creat- 
ed." 

The Palestinian official 
said that as a result of the 
Israeli closure of the PNA 
territories, the economic 
loss amounted to $258 mil- 
lion and described the 
Israeli closure as “total 
destruction to the 
Palestinian economy." 

The Palestinian official 
said that his visit to Jordan 
was to deliver a message 
from President Yasser 
Arafat to King Hussein and 
also to brief the Jordanian 
leadership on the outcome 
of the talks with the U.S. 
official. 


Rabin’s widow says Netanyahu’s 
* peace in security* policy is bluff 


Peres calls on peace supporters to unite 


PARIS (R) — The widow of 
assassinated Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
in an interview published 
Sunday that the “peace in 
security" policies of his suc- 
cessor Benyamin 

Netanyahu were a bluff. 

“It’s all bluff. There is no 
more peace than there is 
security." Leah Rabin told 
the weekly newspaper Le 
Journal Du Dimanche. 

“Anyway, I’m not sur- 
prised because Bibi 
(Netanyahu) was elected 
thanks to the support of 
some of the religious 
nationalist fanatics who 
called for my husband's 
murder.” 

“We must do something,” 
said Ms. Rabin, who 
Saturday addressed an anti- 
Netanyahu rally in Tel Aviv. 

“We cannot stand with our 
arms crossed while 
Netanyahu’s government 
goes about systematically 


destroying peace and killing 
hope. 

“In my worst nightmares, 
I could not have imagined 
that we could reach the 
point we are at now,” she 
said. 

Ms. Rabin said it was pos- 
sible Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat could do more 
to curb attacks against 
Israeli civilians, as Mr. 
Netanyahu demands, but 
that Israel had placed him in 
“an untenable position.” 

Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
Sunday called on the coun- 
try’s many peace move- 
ments to unite under one 
umbrella to save the falter- 


whether he would wish to 
lead such a body. 

He added rhat U.S. 
“Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright called 
me Friday to say that she 
had not succeeded in 
relaunching peace efforts” 
during her three-day visit to 
Israel and the Palestinian 


territories. 

Mr. Peres, one of the 
architects of the 1993 Oslo 
peace accords with the 
Palestinians, on Saturday 
told the crowd of 20,000 
peace activists in Tel Aviv 
that Israel’s right-wing gov- 
ernment was dragging the 


ing peace process. 

“There are 22 pacifist 
movements in Israel, and it 
would be good if they were 
managed by one organisa- 
tion.” the former Labour 
Party leader told Israel 
Radio, without saying 


country to war. 

The Haaretz daily said 
Labour Deputy Moshe 
Shahal is the driving force 
behind a project to group 
the pro-peace organisations 
under Mr. Peres’ leadership. 

Mr. Shahul said Mr. Peres 
wanted to save the peace 
process, which has been in 


crisis since right-wing 
Likud Prime Minister 
Netanyahu won elections in 
May last year on a hardline 
platform ruling out the 
exchange of Arab land for 
peace. 

Mr. Peres stepped down as 
Labour leader in June, 
handing over to pragmatic 
former army chief-of-staff 
Ehud Barak. 

But under an internal 
Labour party agreement. 
Mr. Peres was designated to 
lead any negotiations with 
Mr. Netanyahu for u nation- 
al unity government before 
Sept. 15 — a prospect that 
is now dead in the water. 

Mr. Peres shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize with 
slain Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin for forging 
the Oslo peace accords with 
the Palestinians, which were 
signed four years ago on the 
White House lawn. 


Iran fears economic results of EU ban 


on pistachios, says media hype is false 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
decried as “unfair" on Sunday 
a European Union (EU) ban 
-on its pistachio nuts because 
of alleged contamination and 
voiced fears of the economic 
impact of the move on the 
vital agricultural sector. 

‘The media hype surround- 
ing our pistachio nuts is false 
and does not reflect the truth. 
We are astounded by such a 
hue and ciy," Agriculture 
Minister Issa Kalantari told a 
press conference. 

“We understand the EU’s 
concern over health matters, 
but to trumpet it so is unfair to 
our pistachio growers." he 
added. 

The EU decided Tuesday to 
suspend imports of Iranian 
pistachios because some of the 
nuts were allegedly contami- 
nated with the carcinogen 
afiatoxin Bl, which is 
extremely toxic. 

The European Commission 
said it had been alerted to the 
problem by the Dutch authori- 
ties. 


But Mr. Kalantari said Iran 
“strictly abides by all tile stan- 
dard regulations dictated to us 
by the EU. The chances of 
contamination are almost 


zero. 

The EU han. which is to 
remain in force until at least 
Dec. 15, comes as producers 
complete the harvest and just 
ahead of the; two-month period 
when most pistachios arc 
exported to Europe. 

It could .seriously affect pro- 
ducers of what are considered 
to be the world’s finest pista- 
chios. 

In another blow, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) said 
Friday it had also banned 
imports of Iranian pistachio 
nuLs until they can be tested. 

Pistachio nuls arc the ihinl- 
largest source of hard currency 
earnings for Iran after oil and 
carpets. 

Last year. Iran exported 
130,000 tonnes of pistachios 
earning more than $500 mil- 
lion. 

Gulf Arab states and Asian 


countries are other importers 
of Iranian nuts. 

Approximately 400,000 
hectares of land in Iran arc 
cultivated with pistachio trees, 
and the country was hoping to 
double its current production 
of 200,000 tonnes per year in 
five years. 

According to official fig- 
ures. around 270.01X3 people 
work full-time on pistachio 
farms and another 80.000 in 
related sectors. 

In 1996. Iran exported 
90.000 tonnes of pistachio 
nuLs to Europe earning $360 
million. Around 95 per cent of 
the pistachios consumed in 
Europe come from Inin and 
the rest from Turkey. Syria 
and the United States. 

To make mailers worse, up 
to two-thirds oi Iran's crop 
was destroyed by cold weath- 
er this spring in the main pis- 
tachio-growing region of 
Kerman, south Iran, Mr. 
Kalantari said. 

“This year we will not have 
a lot of nuts to sell, whether or 


not Europe wums to keep the 
ban in place.” he warned. 

The minister raised the pos- 
sibility that the toxic pista- 
chios detected in Netheriand 
could have been shipped there 
from a third country, where 
they had possibly been stored 
lor too lung and contaminated. 

The toxin occurs naturally if 
the pistachios are stured or 
transported in humid condi- 
tions. "Just one container in 
Holland cannot he a proof of 
the contamination of all of the 
pistachios." the minister said. 
"Last year, we exported 5, (XX) 
containers of the nuls to 
Europe, and even if one con- 
tainer is contaminated it can- 
not be extended to the entire 
shipment." 

What the Europeans arc 
raying is technically wrong." 
.said the minister who (reared 
journalism to high-quality 
local pistachios after the news 
conference. "We grow our 
nuts organically and use the 
minimum chemical fertilisers. 




Chelsea to college 
on Air Force One 


WASHINGTON (AFP) -J 
President Bill Clinton and 
his wife Hillary will be just 
some of the parents drop- 
ping off their child as part 
of a traditional ritual this 
week at Stanford 

University. But first daugh- 
ter Chelsea Clinton, who 
starts studies at the 

California university, will 
be gening a ride on Air 
Force One with Secret 
Service accompaniment. 


McCartney gave 
Jagger his first joint 


'Russia’s Sinatra' 
elected to parliament 


Obliging 
gangster gives 
receipt, lands in jail 


HONG KONG (R) — An 
obliging Hong Kong 
gangster has been jailed 
after giving a receipt — 
complete with his name 
and ID Card number for 
protection money he had 
extorted from a doctor. 
Chan Koon Shing, 46, 
went to Dr. Lui Siu-Ko’s 
clinic on Sept. 8 and 
demanded $50, claiming 
he was a member of a 
triad gang and that the 
district was under his pro- 
tection. the South China 
Morning Post reported. 
Lui handed over .the 
money, then asked for a 
receipt — which Chan 
supplied. The doctor later 
gave ihe receipt to police. 


1,200 guitarists jam 
in record attempt 


BOSTON (R) — More 
than I,200guirarists4»kffl| 
“Dirty Water” on theba^ 
of the River Charles lo^ 
minutes but failed in. a brd 
to strum into the GuiflP^ 5 
Book of World Reco# 
Members of the 
Boston and other 
took the lead in an ats|jP| 
to break the 
most guitarists pia^K 
Name song for the-ffir 
time. Under surmvj|jr 
the mass of . 

played the 
chords of the 
song about 
Water” by the 
about 90 miriitteigBf 
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LONDON (AFP) — 
Former Beetle Paul 
McCartney has admitted 
in a biography ro be pub- 
lished in October that he 
introduced Rolling Stones 
singer Mick Jagger to 
cannabis in 1966. In the 
book entitled “Many 
Years From Now" by 
Barry Miles, excerpts of 
which appeared Sunday 
in The Observer, 
McCartney reveals that it 
was Bob Dylan who 
introduced him to 
cannabis in 1964 in a 
New York hotel room. 
Two years later in 
London. McCartney 
introduced Jagger to the 
drug. It was “funny, 
because everyone would 
have thought it would 
have been the other way 
round,” McCartney said. 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Singer Yosif Kobzon, often 
referred to as Russia's 
answer to Frank Sinatra 
owing to his popularity and 
alleged mafia ties, has been 
elected to parliament, 
Russian news agencies 
reported Sunday. Kobzon. 
60, headed the poll against 
five other candidates dur- 
ing elections in the remote 
Siberian region of Aginsk- 
buriati. 
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